F riends  Bulletin 

PACIFIC,  NORTH  PACIFIC,  AND  INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETINGS 

OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS 


Volume  65,  Number  2 Building  the  western  Quaker  Community  since  1929  October  1996 


New  Attenders 


PAGE  18  — OCTOBER  1996 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Editorial  Comments 

Going  to  Yearly  Meeting 

For  the  past  six  years  I've  gone  to  three  yearly  meetings  each 
summer.  I've  done  this  because  it  was  part  of  my  job . The  bonus 
is  that  I've  gotten  to  meet  a lot  of  wonderful  people  and  to  feel 
a part  of  three  terrific  groups.  Going  to  Quaker  gatherings  has 
become  a part  of  my  life.  I can't  think  of  anything  more  impor- 
tant than  being  with  Friends. 

Yearly  Meeting  experiences  I hate  to  miss — 

• listening  to  inspiring  keynote  speakers 

• watching  Friends  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully  consider 
concerns 

• being  a part  of  gathered  worship 

• having  contact  with  Friends  from  Latin  America 

• listening  to  discussions  about  future  sites 

• knowing  who  is  going  to  speak  on  what  issues 

• observing  Junior  Friends,  Senior  Young  Friends,  Junior 
Yearly  Meeting 

• watching  the  younger  children  grow  older 

• meeting  Friends  in  person  that  I've  known  only  in  print 

• visiting  with  different  people  at  meals  and  over  coffee 

• catching  up  on  people's  lives  from  the  past  year 

• meeting  special  Friends  at  each  yearly  meeting  who  have 
become  important  to  me 

You  too  can  have  these  experiences  if  you  go  to  your  yearly 
meeting.  Please  do  so  whenever  you  can. 

Good-by 

I'm  going  to  miss  being  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin.  It's  been  a 
wonderful  time  in  my  life. 

Do  you  remember  the  Martha,  Mary,  and  Jesus  story  from 
the  New  Testament?  Martha  serves  food  to  Jesus  while  Mary 
sits  at  his  feet,  listening  to  his  stories.  I feel  that  I've  been  like 
Martha,  serving  up  literary  food,  all  the  while  listening  to  Jesus 
and  Mary  talking.  I've  gotten  much  from  both  the  serving  and 
the  listening. 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  be  your  editor. 
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Epistle 

Good  Friends  All: 


INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING 

Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango,  Colorado 
June  19-23,  1996 


We  met  Sixth  Month  19th  to  23rd,  1996,  at  Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango,  Colorado.  The  swirling,  flashing,  crashing 
thunderstorms  interspersed  with  periods  of  calm  sunshine  seemed  an  appropriate  setting  for  this  year's  guiding  theme: 
"Maintaining  your  spiritual  base  in  busy  times."  We  are  grateful  that  it  rained,  because  a large  area  of  the  Southwest  has 
been  experiencing  a drought. 

Many  Friends  have  come  from  afar,  fatigued,  lacking  passion,  hoping  for  renewal.  With  the  mountains  as  a backdrop, 
the  worship-sharing,  personal  discussions,  renewing  of  old  friendships,  and  the  sense  of  safety  to  speak  one's  mind  have 
encircled  us  all  with  nurturing  support.  The  elders  appreciated  the  wisdom  of  the  young  during  intergenerational 
worship,  as  we  sat  in  circles  on  the  grass. 

In  a keynote  address  early  in  the  meeting,  Douglas  Gwyn  offered  food  for  thought  on  spiritual  maintenance.  Sister 
Corita  Kent  was  quoted,  cautioning  us  not  to  take  responsibility  for  the  entire  kingdom,  but  rather  to  accept  an  assignment. 
Doug  reminded  us  that  seeking  for  the  inward  Light  opens  the  way  for  the  seed  of  God  in  each  of  us  to  transform  concern 
into  convincement,  enthusiasm  to  ecstasy,  and  resentment  to  reconciliation. 

Young  Friends  enjoyed  a trip  to  Trimble  Hot  Springs  and,  while  in  transit,  had  a rousing  discussion  about  George  Fox, 
Lucretia  Mott,  and  Obadiah.  The  young  Friends  showed  an  impressive  knowledge  of  Quaker  history,  a credit  to  the  First 
Day  School  programs  of  our  monthly  meetings. 


Again  this  year,  we  find  ourselves  a yearly  meeting  in  transition,  struggling  with  the  formalities  of  a structured 
gathering  and  seeking  to  establish  an  institutional  memory  to  help  future  coordinators.  Through  the  diligent  efforts  of 
Continuing  Committee,  pointed  suggestions  from  coordinators,  and  concerns  expressed  at  meeting  for  worship  for 
business,  we  are  tackling  the  obstacles  of  formality  and  look  forward  to  smoother  sailing  at  future  gatherings.  Financial 
aid  for  the  coordinators  and  officers  continues  to  be  a concern  and  is  finding  support  in  the  yearly  meeting. 

Interest  groups  were  plentiful  this  year,  with  topics  on  "Verbal  Ministry  in  Meeting,"  "Anger  and  Personal 
Relationships,"  and  "Religious  Education  for  Children  and  Adults."  We  continue  to  be  concerned  about  the  rise  of  hate 
crimes,  especially  the  recent  burnings  of  black  churches  and  gay  bashings  in  the  United  States.  Also,  there  are  issues, 
concerns,  and  unresolved  differences  regarding  our  relationships  south  of  the  border.  Different  levels  of  enthusiasm  and 
effort  are  being  devoted  to  creation  of  a first  draft  of  an  IMYM  Faith  and  Practice.  Some  members  of  the  meeting  continue 
to  search  for  a yearly  meeting  location  that  would  foster  a wider  participation  and  deeper  spiritual  growth.  A growing 
number  of  young  adult  Friends  (ages  20-30)  are  seeking  their  place  in  IMYM.  May  we  hold  them  in  the  Light. 

Reports  from  IMYM/AFSC  joint  Service  Projects  were  very  positive  this  year,  with  hope  and  light  carrying  Friends 
into  service  at  the  Hopi  and  Dineh  lands,  as  well  as  with  the  migrant  workers  at  Palisades,  Colorado. 

Friday  night  brought  a panel  discussion  with  speakers  from  a wide  range  of  backgrounds,  ages,  and  perspectives,  who 
spoke  with  emphasis  on  the  importance  of  opening  one's  life  (however  busy)  to  the  power  of  the  Spirit.  "What  we  do  grows 
out  of  who  we  are."  "If  you  are  too  busy,  remember  that  you  have  chosen  to  be  that  way."  Friends  acknowledged  the  need 
for  ongoing  spiritual  refreshment  and  were  reminded  that 
contemplation  propels  us  into  action.  "Only  God  knows 
which  lessons  we  need  to  learn  and  will  present  them  over 
and  over  until  we  learn  them." 

The  joyful  noise  made  by  intergenerational  guitars,  sing- 
ing, and  clapping,  made  the  halls  come  alive  with  music.  The 
folk  dancing  shared  by  all  ages  was  a delight  to  do  and 
behold.  Creativity  Night  brought  us  all  together  to  enjoy 
each  other's  talents,  including  puns,  stories,  music  and  song, 

"dumb  Quaker"  jokes,  and  satire  from  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Young  Friends. 

In  the  coming  year,  we  anticipate  busy  times,  and  we 
trust  that  the  seed  of  God  will  nourish  us  in  the  Light. 

Yours  in  peace  and  friendship. 

Chuck  Rostkowski,  Clerk 


Chuck  Rostkowski 
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Selected  Minutes 

3.1  Doll  Project 

Earlier  Genie  Durland  reads  a letter  she  received  about 
the  dolls  sent  from  IMYM  to  the  Ramallah  Friends  Meet- 
ing. The  dolls  reached  them  by  way  of  Jerusalem.  "Each 
child  tells  you  thank  you;  to  you  we  are  grateful." 

After  Genie  and  Bill  sent  funds  to  get  the  dolls  into  the 
country,  they  received  a personal  note,  thanking  them 
again  and  sending  them  kisses,  too.  Violet  Zarou  wrote, 
"The  most  important  miracle  is  not  the  changing  of  water 
into  wine  but  changing  an  enemy  into  a friend." 

Friends  gratefully  accept  the  report.  One  Friend  sug- 
gests that  reports  of  this  type  be  presented  to  the  meeting 
to  encourage  people  to  make  more  dolls. 

3.  3 Registrar 

Charlene  Weir  reports  that  319  people  are  attending; 
many  of  those  registrations  arrived  in  the  week  before 
IMYM.  The  number  includes:  190  adults,  approximately  4 
under  age  3, 40  JYM,  27  JYF,  and  48  SYF.  Of  the  groups,  50 
are  first  timers,  26  of  them  adults. 

3.6  Continuing  Committee 

Jan  Miller  reports  that  Continuing  Committee  will  meet 
Feb.  15  and  16,  but  the  location  is  not  yet  certain. 

Minute  YM-96-2 

Friends  gathered  at  IMYM  1996  find  themselves  ap- 
palled at  the  recent  outbreak  of  violence  against  Black 
churches  in  the  South.  We  are  aware  that  this  violence 
attacks  the  heart  of  these  communities,  creating  fear  and 
division.  Recognizing  that  seeds  of  prejudice  and  hate 
exist  in  all  our  communities,  we  call  on  Monthly  Meetings 
to  look  for  ways  to  respond  in  a supportive  manner. 
Possibilities  may  include,  but  are  not  limited  to: 

1.  looking  in  your  own  community  for  the  groups  that 
are  most  vulnerable  to  hate  crimes  and  finding  ways  to 
decrease  their  vulnerability  and  sense  of  isolation; 

2.  letters  to  the  editor  or  other  methods  to  raise  the  issues 
in  your  community; 

3.  letters  of  support  to  burned  or  harassed  churches  or 


groups  in  the  South  or  in  your  own  community; 

4.  financial  support  to  Washington  Quaker  Workcamp, 
currently  assisting  to  rebuild  one  or  more  of  the  south- 
ern churches,  or  to  other  relevant  organizations; 

5.  participating  in  or  supporting  a work  group  to  rebuild 
a church;  and 

6.  making  contact  with  your  local  interfaith  council  to 
discuss  these  concerns,  develop  unity  across  faiths, 
and  as  a result  increase  your  community's  ability  to 
react  quickly  and  effectively  to  intimidation  and  acts 
of  hatred. 

In  closing,  we  recognize  that  this  violence  affects  us  all. 
Our  sense  of  peace,  security,  and  happiness  is  diminished 
when  others  are  attacked. 

Friends  approve. 

Access  for  persons  with  disabilities 

Continuing  Committee,  in  addition  to  initiating  the 
formation  of  an  advocacy  group  as  part  of  the  Operations 
Committee  of  IMYM,  suggests  adding  a position  to  Con- 
tinuing Committee.  Costs  of  travel  for  this  person  need  to 
be  considered  (normally  monthly  meetings  cover  repre- 
sentatives, but  officers  are  covered  by  Yearly  Meeting). 

Friends  approve  inclusion  of  this  position  as  part  of 
those  covered  by  IMYM,  and  the  clerk  states  that  the 
normal  nominating  process  will  be  used. 

4 Support  of  IMYM  officers/workers 

Minute  YM  96-3 

To  assure  access  to  the  services  of  Friends  whose  skills 
and  capabilities  would  otherwise  be  denied  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  the  Executive  Committee  may,  at  its  discretion, 
authorize  the  coverage  of  such  portion  or  all,  as  may  be 
required  in  specific  instances,  of  the  costs  of  attending  the 
annual  sessions  and  the  committee  meetings  or  retreats 
required  in  their  planning.  These  costs  include  room  and 
board,  registration  fees,  and  transportation.  Funds  for  this 
purpose  will  be  budgeted  by  the  Finance  Committee. 
Executive  Committee  will  report  to  the  1997  Yearly  Meet- 
ing on  the  operation  of  this  procedure.  ■ 
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Excerpted  Epistles  from  Young  People 

Six-to  Eight- Year-Olds 

We  went  to  the  hot  springs,  the  chocolate  factory,  and 
played  UNO.  We  also  made  kazoos,  played  soccer,  and 
made  our  yearly  meeting  journals. 

We  had  silent  worship  each  day.  We  did  weaving, 
made  God's  eyes,  and  we  had  lots  and  lots  of  fun!  We 
made  string  figures.  We  all  made  new  friends. 

We  wish  everyone  in  the  world  could  be  nice  and  we 
wish  for  peace  on  earth. 


Junior 
Yearly 
Meeting 
makes  an 
adobe 
house. 
Staff 
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Junior  Yearly  Meeting 
(Nine-to  Eleven-Year-Olds) 

We  made  an  adobe  house  by  hand,  and  we  made 
dream  catchers  out  of  willow  and  sinew  and  feathers. 

We  had  a Creative  Response  to  Conflict  Worship  and 
made  affirmation  notebooks.  We  had  a lime  toss  that 
turned  into  a fight. 

We  went  on  field  trips  to  Trimble  Hot  Springs  and 
Junction  Creek.  Some  people  got  really  wet  in  the  creek 
and  we  ate  watermelon. 

We  wish  you  were  here  even  though  we  don't  know  you. 

Senior  Young  Friends 

Our  mornings  began  with  every  Quaker's  favorite 
activity — business  meeting.  Afternoons  could  not  quite 
compete  with  the  raw  excitement  of  business  meeting,  but 
they  included  many  important  activities,  such  as  interest 
groups,  worship  sharing,  and  games  that  brought  all  the 
generations  together.  In  the  evenings  we  had  Senior  Young 
Friends'  worship  sharing,  singing,  snacking,  drumming, 
and  general  revelry.  Afterwards,  Senior  Young  Friends 
came  together  to  talk,  hug  Keil  (if  we  didn't  think  he 
smelled  bad)  and  bask  in  Alida's  wisdom. 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  came  to  a dose  with  a 
sense  of  fellowship.  The  energy  of  the  Senior  Young  Friends 
was  strongly  present  during  these  few  days  and  its  memory 
will  draw  us  together  in  the  coming  years.  ■ 


On  "Giving  up  the  Will" 

by  Jonathan  Taylor,  Fort  Collins  Meeting 

Douglas  Gwyn*  spoke  to  my  condition  when  he  said, 
"Friends  don't  like  the  idea  of  giving  up  the  will." 

Because  I resist  that  idea  is,  in  part,  why  I have  become 
a Quaker,  especially  because,  as  a seeker,  I do  not  find 
another's  way  forward  necessarily  a prescription  for  my 
own.  And  my  own  way  forward  is  not  necessarily  a pre- 
scription for  anyone  else. 

I find  an  important  parallel  between  what  I seek  in 
spiritual  deepening  and  the  understanding  I work  to  gain 
in  my  profession  as  a human  ecologist.  Essential  to  both  is 
integration,  fully  understanding  both  in  intellect  and  in 
spirit  that  each  of  us  is  completely  unique  and  totally 
universal;  that  each  of  us  is,  as  the  Hindu  tells  his  child,  one 
with  the  blade  of  grass,  or  with  the  ecosystem.  I am  the 
mountain  and  it  is  me.  And  further,  full  integration  must  tie 
inextricably  together  my  spiritual  self  and  my  way  of  work 
so  that  I don't  have  to  try  to  juggle  a great  jumble  of  social 
values  and  expectations  where  each  of  them  is  different. 
This,  too,  is  part  of  what  drew  me  to  Friends,  seeing 
Quakers  who  were  not  just  weekend  Christians,  people 
whom  I could  emulate  (however  unsuccessfully)  in  inte- 
grating values  and  walk  of  life. 

I,  like  Douglas,  would  find  God — as  expressed  only 
within  myself,  my  Inner  Light — rather  trivial.  The  infinite 
is  so  much  greater  than  that,  but  I suspect  it  may  be  my 
ability  to  grasp  the  infinite  that  is  so  particularly  small. 

The  people  with  whom  I work  are  trying  to  grasp 
concepts  of  "ecosystem  management,"  of  harmonious  co- 
existence. Their  problem  is  that  they  have  the  direction  of 
flow,  of  cause  and  effect  reversed;  they  have  the  manager 
and  the  managee  turned  around.  Humans  cannot  effec- 
tively "manage"  functional  ecosystems,  but  ecosystems  in 
the  long  run  will  "manage"  the  range  of  viable  human 
behavior  that  can  coexist  with  still  viable  ecosystems. 

Douglas  Gwyn  tells  me  that  I may  have  my  spiritual 
manager  and  managee  turned  around. 

I'll  have  to  think  seriously  about  that.  ■ 

* Keynote  address  to  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  June  1996. 


Douglas  Gwyn  reminded  me  that 

• much  of  my  hme  is  demanded  by  job  and  society; 

• the  Inner  Light,  or  Inward  Light,  shows  on  dark  colors  as 

well  as  light; 

• Friends  are  strongly  seeking  deeper  spiritual  meaning; 

• a plethora  of  social  concerns  bombard  us,  demand  of  us, 
-each  legitimate,  each  worthy 

-in  aggregate  refracted  and  confusing,  even  to  inaction; 

• we  have  the  need  for  focused  convincement; 

• the  passion  of  opposing  wrongs  may  become  compulsive 

inflation; 

• civil  initiative  to  do  the  right  thing  must  succeed  the  reflexive 

opposition  to  wrongs;  and 

• our  own  suffering  "enlargens  the  borders  of  our  hearts." 

Jonathan  Taylor 
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The  Palisade  Joint  Service  Project 

by  Lena  Amanti,  Pima  Meeting 

The  Palisade,  Colorado,  IMYM-AFSC  Joint  Service  Project  took 
place  from  June  15-19  (workdaxjs  were  June  16-18).  The  project 
worked  through  Child  and  Migrant  Services  in  Palisade.  There 
were  14  participants  aged  13-20  and  tzvo  adult  leaders. 

I did  not  know  what  to  expect  as  I headed  off  for  the 
Palisade,  Colorado,  Joint  Service  Project.  I knew  I would  be 
doing  a lot  of  work,  but  I was  not  prepared  for  the  insights 
I would  gain  through  my  participation. 

The  project  did,  in  fact,  entail  a lot  of  labor.  The  first  day 
I worked  on  sanding  and  painting  a dentist's  office  that 
provides  dental  care  to  poor  and  migrant  workers.  The 
next  two  days  I helped  dig  degradable  materials  out  of  a 
basement  so  that  a new  foundation  could  be  laid  over  the 
basement,  and  helped  break  up  a sidewalk.  (The  building 
that  was  above  the  basement  had  already  been  demolished 
and  removed.)  I also  made  a "bush  look  like  a tree" 
(pruned),  helped  paint  parts  of  the  exterior  of  the  building 
that  houses  Child  and  Migrant  Services,  the  Colorado 
Migrant  Health  Program,  and  a thrift  store.  Other  partici- 
pants removed  a fence,  cut  down  a tree,  leveled  and 
cleared  the  back  yard  of  objects  harmful  to  children,  sorted 
beans,  and  cleaned  the  interior  of  Child  and  Migrant 
Services. 

One  thing  that  surprised  me  about  the  service  project 
was  that  I really  enjoyed  the  work.  The  work  helped  to 
establish  a community  feeling  among  the  participants  that 
might  have  taken  longer  to  develop  in  a different  context. 

Besides  the  work,  on  the  second  and  fourth  days  of  the 
project  we  visited  the  farm  of  Tom  and  Janet  Cameron,  a 
Quaker  family.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  second  day  of  the 
project,  we  had  meeting  for  worship  at  the  Cameron's 
farm.  We  sat  on  a large  flat  rock  overlooking  Palisade.  This 
time  of  reflection  and  sharing  was  a great  way  to  begin. 
From  the  Camerons  we  learned  a little  about  migrant  labor 
and  a lot  about  running  a peach  and  cherry  farm. 

We  picked  cherries  from  their  trees  and  on  our 
last  night  made  cherry  ice  cream  for  them. 

For  me,  the  best  part  was  eating  lunch  with 
the  migrants  who  came  for  the  free  lunch  pro- 
gram. I spoke  with  them  about  where  they  were 
from,  how  long  they  stayed  in  the  United  States 
each  year,  and  how  they  got  to  and  from  the 
United  States.  Being  able  to  interact  with  the 
people  who  would  benefit  from  the  work  we 
were  doing  was  a meaningful  experience.  In  my 
other  volunteer  work,  I have  not  often  come  in 
direct  contact  with  the  people  that  my  work 
impacts.  I learned  from  the  migrants  themselves. 

This  two-way  flow  of  service  and  knowledge  is 
important  in  any  type  of  volunteer  work,  and 
something  that  I have  always  found  in  Quaker 
service.  Continued  in  next  column. 


The  Service  Project 

by  Maya  Wright,  Mountain  View  Meeting 

The  HOT  June  sun 
beat  down. 

Causing  beads  of  drip-drop  wet 
to  slip  down  our  burnt  skin. 

Tiring  work, 
it  was. 

We  labored. 

Not  for  money,  but  because  . . . 
well,  why? 

Because  it  felt  good 
to  help. 

We  labored,  hour  after 
hour,  after  hour. 

Coveriiig  our  melting  bodies 
with  the  dirt  and  hurt 
of  all  the  wicked  (or  romantic) 
someones 

who  made  the  house 
a home. 

We  lived  it  all  again 
while  picking  up 
and  CRASH-trashing  up 
the  history. 

Shoes,  lots  of  memory  shoes, 
a baby,  a drunken  man, 
a seductive-reddish  woman's  pair. 

Remembering.  ■ 

Maya  Wright,  a high  school  student,  was  one  ofl  6 young  people 
and  adults  who  went  on  the  AFSC-IMYM  Joint  Service  Project 
to  aid  Child  and  Migrant  Services  in  Palisade,  Colorado. 


Continued  from  previous  column 

Now  that  I have  participated  in  a service 
project,  I am  hooked.  This  particular  project 
gave  personal  meaning  to  some  of  the  issues  I 
had  studied.  (I  took  a seminar  on  immigrants 
and  migrant  laborers  my  first  year  in  college.) 
Migrant  labor  is  not  in  the  news  as  much  as  it 
used  to  be,  but  finding  work,  wages,  and  re- 
ceiving health  care  are  still  important  issues 
with  which  laborers  must  deal. 

Health  care  is  of  particular  interest  to  me. 
Speaking  with  the  people  that  run  the  Colo- 
rado Migrant  Health  Program  reinforced  my 
desire  to  organize  and  implement  commu- 
nity-based health  care  programs.  The  Colo- 
rado Migrant  Health  Program,  with  its  com- 
munity base  and  outreach,  is  a great  model  for 
what  I hope  to  do  someday.  ■ 


Drawing  by  Barbara 
Janoe,  Central  Oregon 
Worship  Group. 
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NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

The  Evergreen  State  College,  Olympia,  Washington 
Epistle  July  18-21,  1996 

To  Friends  everywhere: 

The  24th  Annual  Session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  July  18-21, 1996  in  Olympia  Washington , amid  magnificent 
trees  on  the  campus  of  The  Evergreen  State  College,  opened  with  rains  and  singing.  We  welcomed  over  400  Friends  from 
NPYM  and  guests  from  several  other  yearly  meetings  and  Quaker  organizations.  All  the  children  and  youth  at  the  Annual 
Session  encircled,  embraced,  the  entire  opening  plenary  session.  Friends  laughed  to  hear  A Quality  Control  Questionnaire 
From  God  and  one  of  several  advertisements  for  Community  Night  on  Saturday.  Friends  then  settled  into  worship  to 
consider  the  relationship  between  monthly  meetings  and  yearly  meeting. 

Friend  in  Residence  Nancy  Middleton,  outgoing  general  secretary 
of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  spoke  to  the  theme,  "Oh  Friend,  I know  not  that 
of  God  in  me  until  entwined  with  that  of  God  in  thee,"  from  Martin  Cobin's 
book.  From  Convincement  to  Conversion.  She  spoke  of  her  deepening  service, 
growing  from  local  to  yearly  meeting  level,  at  every  step  feeling  inadequate  yet 
prodded  by  mentors.  The  challenges  of  service  and  the  work  with  Friends 
brought  such  deepening  in  her  relationship  with  God  that  she  felt  she  received 
more  in  return  than  she  gave.  She  spoke  also  of  how  regular  meetings  of  clerks 
over  two  years  brought  focus  and  deepened  community  among  the  member 
meetings  and  worship  groups  of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting. 

Friends  spoke  out  of  the  silence  of  the  many  risks  we  take  in  embracing  the 
richness  of  our  diversity,  of  the  great  trust  which  evolves  when  we  face  our 
differences  openly,  of  seeking  greater  unity  among  Friends.  One 
"reformed  perfectionist"  observed  that  practice  makes  perfect,  and  that  our 
book  of  discipline  is  called  Faith  and  Practice,  not  Faith  and  Perfect. 

Richard  Ewell,  a field  intern  at  Friends'  Committee  on  National  Legislation, 
presented  a skit  about  the  staff  and  the  scope  of  the  Committee's  work 
articulating  Friends'  priorities  and  principles  in  a difficult  political  climate 
among  many  new  legislators  in  Washington  DC. 

This  year  many  Friends  chose  worship-sharing  groups  from  a variety 
of  topics  specified  in  advance:  groups  on  authority  and  accountability  among 
Friends,  Biblical  references  about  our  theme,  Quaker  mysticism,  personal 
versions  of  the  Lord's  prayer,  journal  writing,  our  quest  for  balance  in  our  daily 
lives,  couples  enrichment,  the  right  use  of  the  earth's  resources.  Friends  also  shared  many  interest  groups  about  Christian 
myths,  facing  racism,  the  new  Friends'  General  Conference  hymnal,  grizzly  bears,  God  and  sex,  prison  witness,  special 
singing  in  the  stairwells,  Buddhist  psychoanalysis,  the  rights  of  the  poor,  Quaker  organizations,  and  other  themes. 

An  interest  group  on  time-sensitive  and  critical  concerns  brought  forth  to  the  plenary  session  a special  concern  about 
the  wave  of  arsons  at  predominantly  Black  churches.  We  minuted  a statement  of  concern,  labelling  these  acts  racism  and 
hate  crimes.  Friends  also  collected  a substantial  contribution  to  the  William  Penn  House  in  Washington  DC  to  rebuild 

these  churches  through  Quaker  work  camp 
programs. 

Friends  were  grieved  by  the  unusual 
number  of  members  of  our  community  who 
passed  away  this  year,  too  many  of  whom  were 
children.  The  memorial  meeting  for  worship 
was  deeply  moving. 

After  much  spiritual  nourishment  and 
laughter,  we  return  challenged  and  refreshed 
to  our  home  meetings,  with  our  eyes  on  the 
good  order  of  Friends,  rich  in  the  Light.  We 
send  warm  greetings  to  all  as  we  look  forward 
to  our  25th  annual  session  in  1997. 

Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk 


Children  circling  plenary  session.  Staff  photo. 


Staff  photo. 


Dorene  Cornwell, 
Convener,  Epistle  Committee. 
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Selected  Minutes 

96-1-2 

Margaret  Sorrel,  presiding  clerk,  announced  that  Vincent 
Harding,  scheduled  speaker,  was  forced  to  cancel  his  en- 
gagement with  us  due  to  his  deteriorating  health.  We  are 
grateful  that  Nancy  Middleton  is  able  to  join  us,  with  the 
theme  of  "Oh,  Friend,  I know  not  that  of  God  in  me  until 
entwined  with  that  of  God  in  thee." 

96-1-7 

Young  people  were  asked  to  encircle  the  assembled  group, 
and  they  reached  all  the  way  around.  . . . 

96-3-5 

In  the  worship  which  followed  [Nancy  Middleton's 
speech],  many  people  spoke  to  the  resonance  of  Nancy 
Middleton's  remarks  in  their  lives.  Many  have  been  called 
to  service  in  their  meetings  and  communities.  Others 
spoke  to  the  rewards  of  directly  articulating  differences 
and  diversity  as  enabling  us  to  more  truly  find  ourselves 
our  particular  calling  or  job  and  to  support  others  better  in 
theirs.  Our  book,  we  were  reminded,  is  called  Faith  and 
Practice,  not  Faith  and  Perfect. 

96-4-5: 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  united  around  the  following 
minute: 

If  just  one  church  in  America  had  been  burned  or 
desecrated  by  racists,  all  people  of  faith  would 
have  been  affected.  In  the  last  18  months  more 
than  40  church  buildings  in  the  United  States  have 
been  burned  or  desecrated.  These  attacks,  aimed 
predominantly  at  African-American  congrega- 
tions, threaten  all  of  us.  Any  attack  on  a church, 
synagogue,  or  mosque  is  an  attack  on  all  people  of 
faith  and  every  house  of  worship  in  America. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  (Quakers)  joins  with  and  sup- 
ports the  efforts  of  the  coalition  of  religious  bodies 
through  the  National  Council  of  Churches  to  re- 
construct burned  churches.  Contributions  col- 
lected at  the  Y early  Meeting's  Annual  Session  will 
be  sent  to  William  Penn  House  to  support  their 
summer  work  camps  dedicated  to  rebuilding 
churches  in  the  Southeast. 

96-5-3 

FCNL  intern  Richard  Ewell  presented  a summary  of  FCNL 
activities — Richard,  who  hails  from  "the  other  Portland," 
was  eventually  coached  to  pronounce  "Oregon"  to  the 
satisfaction  of  assembled  Friends. 

96-7-5 

We  will  meet  next  year  at  Gonzaga  University  in  Spokane, 
Washington,  from  July  17-20, 1997.  The  Friend  in  Residence 
Committee  is  happy  to  report  that  Paul  and  Margie  Lacey 
from  Earlham  College  will  be  our  Friends  in  Residence.  ■ 


(f  \ 

Quality  Control 

Evaluation  of  God's  Management, 

read  by  presiding  clerk, 

Margaret  Sorrel  at  Plenary  Session 

The  follozving  is  adapted  from  that  published  several  years 
ago  in  the  Newsletter  of  the  Multifaith  AIDS  Project. 

(If  Goddess  or  Divine  Spirit  fits  better  for  you,  please 
substitute  appropriately.) 

God  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  belief  and 
patronage.  In  order  to  better  serve  your  needs,  God 
asks  that  you  take  a few  moments  to  answer  the 
following  questions: 

1.  How  did  you  find  out  about  God? 

newspaper 
television 
word  of  mouth 

Bible/Koran/Book  of  Mormon 
divine  inspiration 
near  death  experience 

2.  Are  you  currently  using  any  other  source  of  inspira- 
tion in  addition  to  God? 

tarot 

horoscope 
fortune  cookies 
sweat  lodge 
lottery 

palm  reading 
Ann  Landers 
self-help  books 
crystals 

3.  God  employs  a limited  degree  of  Divine  Interven- 
tion to  preserve  the  balance  level  of  felt  presence  and 
faith.  Which  would  you  prefer? 

more  Divine  Intervention 
less  Divine  Intervention 

current  level  of  Divine  Intervention  is  about  right 

4.  God  also  attempts  to  maintain  a balanced  level  of 
disasters  and  miracles.  Please  rate  on  a scale  of  1-5 
God's  handling  of  the  following  disasters: 

flood 

famine 

earthquake 

war 

and  the  following  miracles: 
rescues 

spontaneous  remission  of  disease 
sports  upsets 

5.  Do  you  have  additional  comments  or  suggestions 
for  improving  the  quality  of  God's  service?  ■ 

V J 
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The  Process  of  Seasoning  Concerns  in 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
by  Margaret  Sorrel,  University  Meeting 

A concern  usually  arises  in  the  heart  of  an  individual 
Friend.  In  most  cases  it  should  be  taken  first  to  the  worship 
group  or  meeting  to  which  that  Friend  belongs.  Prayerful 
consideration  through  the  committee  structure  and  the 
group  as  a whole  often  brings  greater  clarity  on  the  nature 
of  the  concern  and  what  action  might  be  appropriate. 

If  consideration  and  action  by  NPYM  seems  right,  the 
concern  is  generally  forwarded  to  Steering  Committee, 
which  considers  it  and  forwards  it  to  all  the  meetings  and 
worship  groups  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  deliberation. 
Feedback  is  sent  to  the  group  from  which  the  concern 
originated  or  taken  to  Steering  Committee  by  meeting 
representatives.  Further  seasoning  occurs  and  action  may 
then  be  taken  by  the  Steering  Committee  at  its  next  meet- 
ing. If  consideration  is  desired  at  the  Annual  Session,  the 
concern  is  forwarded  to  the  Presiding  Clerk  with  a request 
that  it  be  placed  on  the  agenda. 

Occasionally  a concern  arises  at  the  Annual  Session,  or 
so  shortly  before  it,  that  the  process  is  not  feasible.  It  is  up 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Presiding  Clerk  whether  and  how 
such  concerns  can  be  considered  at  Annual  Session.  All 
concerns  which  are  to  be  considered  by  the  Yearly  Meeting 
must  meet  several  criteria; 

• Accurate  background  information  on  the  concern — 
who,  why,  and  where  it  originated  and  who  has  con- 
sidered it. 

• The  proposed  minute,  clearly  and  succinctly  stated, 
including  the  action  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  is  being 
asked  to  take. 

• A plan  of  implementation — who  in  the  Yearly  Meeting 
is  responsible  for  what  action  in  response  to  approval 
of  the  minute. 

In  addition  to  a response  of  corporate  action,  other 

possibilities  exist  for  Yearly  Meeting  response.  The  Yearly 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Margaret 
Sorrel  and 
Wayne 

Yarnall  in  the 
“Wave  Skit" 
at  Family 
Night. 
Photo  by 
Sakre  Edson, 
Eugene 
Meeting. 


Continued  from  previous  column 
Meeting  may  provide  advice  or  counsel,  or  it  may  provide 

its  blessing  on  a project  to  be  undertaken  by  a quarterly  or 
monthly  meeting.  It  might  take  up  a particular  position  by 
approval  of  a concern,  but  such  position  does  not  necessar- 
ily dictate  action. 

Whether  the  concern  is  considered  and  approved  by 
Steering  Committee  or  by  the  Annual  Session,  such  ap- 
proval becomes  the  official  response  of  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting. 

This  is  a time-consuming  process.  It  is  lengthy  enough 
that  if  consideration  at  Annual  Session  is  desired,  the  first 
steps  should  probably  begin  by  October  or  November  of 
the  previous  year. 

The  seasoning  process  should  include: 

• Is  anything  to  be  gained  by  consideration  at  Annual 
Session? 

• Is  seasoning  and  action  by  the  monthly  or  quarterly 
meeting  an  appropriate  and  full  response  to  this  concern? 

If  awareness  and  consideration  by  all  the  groups  of 
NPYM  is  desired.  Steering  Committee  is  the  appropriate 
route.  If  a corporate  blessing  is  desired  or  corporate  action 
whose  follow-up  would  be  helped  by  an  Annual  Session 
response,  the  Annual  Session  is  appropriate. 

It  is  difficult  for  a body  such  as  the  Annual  Session  of 
NPYM  to  take  action  on  concerns.  When  NPYM  was  born, 
24  years  ago,  our  founding  mothers  and  fathers  envisioned 
an  Annual  Session  designed  for  spiritual  growth  and 
renewal.  In  contrast  to  our  parent  meeting.  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting,  which  meets  for  a full  week  and  considers  lots  of 
business,  we  choose  to  meet  for  only  two  partial  days  and 
two  full  days  and  leave  the  bulk  of  our  business  to  Steering 
Committee.  Consideration  of  seasoned  concerns  at  our 
short  Annual  Session  is  difficult  but  should  be  done  when 
the  other  available  routes  of  consideration  and  approval 
do  not  meet  our  needs. 

Four  concerns  have  been  through  varying  degrees  of 
seasoning  this  past  year.  Some  or  all  may  be  ready  for  our 
attention  at  Annual  Session  1997. 

1.  Boise  Valley  Monthly  Meeting  has  a concern  on  Envi- 
ronmental Stewardship; 

2.  Helena  Worship  Group  asks  for  our  support  of  Civil 
Marriage  for  Gays  and  Lesbians; 

3.  Monroe  Worship  Group  has  a concern  about  prison 
conditions  and  Friends'  witness;  and 

4.  Port  Townsend  Worship  Group  addresses  the  issue  of 
truthfulness  in  the  disclosure  of  government  spend- 
ing. 

Please  assist  these  concerns  in  their  seasoning  process 
in  the  next  year. 

If  you  feel  you  have  guidance  to  offer  in  how  our  yearly 
meeting  handles  its  business,  please  communicate  with 
Steering  Committee  and  Discipline  Committee.  ■ 

Margaret  Sorrel  was  Presiding  Clerk  of  North  Pacific  Yearly 

' ^ -V  -iQQq  laoi- 
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Outreach  and  Visitation 
at  NPYM  Annual  Session 
by  Betsy  Griscom,  Sandpoint  Meeting 

Some  of  you  who  were  at  NPYM  Annual  Session  may 
have  been  accosted  at  lunch  on  Friday  or  Saturday  by  a jug- 
wielding  denizen  of  Outreach  and  Visitation  Committee. 
Those  of  you  who  succumbed  and  drew  a paper  from  the 
pot  may  now  wonder  what  you  have  gotten  yourself  into. 

The  idea  is  to  increase  connections  across  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. Outreach  and  Visitation  put  the  name  of  each  Isolated 
Friend  and  Worship  Group  on  a piece  of  paper,  and  some 
people  also  put  their  own  names  on  a piece  of  paper.  Then 
we  offered  (well,  okay,  cajoled)  people  the  chance  to  draw 
a name. 

If  sometime  in  the  next  year  everyone  who  drew  a name 
writes,  calls,  visits  (be  sure  to  call  first),  or  even  simply 
prays  for  the  name  or  worship  group  on  that  piece  of 
paper,  there  will  be  dozens  more  bonds  of  friendship 
across  our  huge  Yearly  Meeting  by  next  Annual  Session.  If 
we  do  it  again  next  year,  and  the  next  year,  and  the  next — 
soon  we  will  all  know  each  other,  and  have  friends  to  visit 
in  every  state,  and  when  asked  to  serve  on  a committee  will 
know  who  the  other  people  are  and  what  they  like  at 
potluck! 

If  you  drew  a name,  please  do  what  you  can  to  connect 
with  that  person  or  worship  group.  And  if  you  didn't  draw 
a name,  pick  one  out  of  the  Directory  (or  call  Lexanne 
Bumm,  the  Yearly  Meeting  Secretary,  and  ask  her  to  pick 
one  for  you)  and  make  a connection  on  your  own.  Out- 
reach and  Visitation  would  love  to  hear  your  stories  of 
what  you  did  with  your  potluck  partner.  Contact  the  clerk, 
Jeanne  Kimball,  at  04862  Oceana  Drive,  Florence,  OR 
97439.- 

Excerpted  Epistles  from  Young  People 

Upper  Elementary  School 

The  first  night  we  made  pizza,  but  it  wasn't  a good  idea 
because  it  was  right  after  dinner.  The  pizza  was  good,  but 
we  were  already  full. 

On  Friday,  we  did  worship-sharing  in  small  groups 
and  we  went  to  Priestpoint  Park  and  got  muddy.  After 
lunch,  a small  group  went  to  Wolfhaven,  and  the  rest  of  the 
group  went  on  a walk  to  the  beach. 

Saturday  we  worked  on  beads.  That  afternoon  we 
worked  on  skits.  That  night  we  had  Community  Night,  a 
dance,  and  then  a sleepover  for  the  middle  schoolers. 

We  had  a lot  of  fun!! 

The  Intermediate  children's  group 

. . .We  have  been  keeping  track  of  things  in  our  journals. 
We  prepared  for  the  Olympics  on  Friday  and  did  them  on 
Saturday.  To  start  the  Olympics  we  did  a treasure  hunt. 
The  treasure  ended  up  being  a pack  of  sparklers  and  two 
paper  airplanes,  but  one  broke.  We  also  made  stilts,  all  of 

Continued  in  next  column. 
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us  taking  turns  using  the  saw,  drill,  the  hammer,  and  the 
wood.  Some  stilts  were  used  for  community  night  skits. 

We  had  bamboo  poles,  and  we  used  them  for  two 
different  things.  One:  we  did  bamboo  dances,  and  two:  we 
pole-vaulted  in  the  grass.  Some  other  activities  included 
jump-roping,  bread  making,  plays  and  poems  for  two 
voices.  Even  if  you  had  to  take  a swimming  test  to  go  in 
the  deep  end,  it  was  still  real  fun  to  swim  in  the  pool. 

The  most  popular  event  was  Capture  the  Flag.  All 
except  five  people  played.  We  split  the  group  in  half,  hid 
the  flags,  and  started  either  defending  or  tagging  people. 
But  if  you  get  caught  in  the  other  team's  territory,  you 
would  go  directly  to  their  jail.  Believe  me.  Capture  the  Flag 
is  really  fun!  Hope  you  have  fun  in  the  yearly  meeting  if 
you  come  next  year! 


Junior  Friends'  Epistle 

This  year's  camp  was  a blast!  Lost  Lake  was  an  abso- 
lutely gorgeous  site  except  for  the  mosquitoes  and  a final 
day  of  rain.  The  Junior  Friends  added  to  the  beauty  with 
our  hard-working  and  cooperative  work  party  as  well  as 
with  the  creations  of  our  many  artists. 

Even  when  it  was  raining,  spirits  stayed  high  and  the 
food  stayed  good.  A very  close-knit  community  devel- 
oped in  the  four  days  of  camp.  The  closing  circle  was 
especially  wonderful. 

Upon  setting  foot  on  the  Evergreen  campus  we  made 
dashes  for  the  showers,  making  sure  to  conserve  water.  At 
our  first  business  meeting  it  was  necessary  for  may  of  us 
to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  Quaker  process, 
which  resulted  in  more  deeply  involved  meetings.  Many 
of  our  decisions  were  hard  to  make — especially  the  re- 
placement of  our  two  beloved  advisors.  . . . 

As  usual,  the  Junior  Eriends  ended  Yearly  with  a 
triumphant  "Yo!"  . staff  photo. 


Junior  Friends  Business  Meeting 
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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Craig  Hall,  Chico,  California 
Epistle  August  5- 1 0,  1 996 


Greetings  to  Friends  Everywhere; 

Gathering  for  the  50th  year  since  the  founding  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  we  reflect  on  the  paths  traveled  to  bring  nearly 
500  of  us  together.  Our  boundaries  extend  from  Guatemala  in  the  south,  the  Oregon  border  in  the  north,  west  to  Hawaii 
and  east  to  Nevada.  Friends  traveled  from  other  parts  of  the  world  as  well  to  join  us. 

Meeting  in  the  intense  summer  sun  of  Chico,  California,  we  remember  the  past  and  anticipate  the  future  before  us.  We 
seek  to  know  who  we  are  and  who  God  calls  us  to  be.  We  are  reminded  that  there  is  no  "they"  at  Yearly  Meeting,  only  "we". 

For  many  years  our  shared  passion  and  commitment  have  been  for  peace  and  justice  issues  supported  by  our  beliefs 
and  leadings.  Increasingly  we  have  come  to  believe  that  our  spiritual  life  needs  greater  conscious  nurturing. 

In  seeking  ways  to  balance  these  commitments,  our  shared  worship  each  morning  carried  our  closeness  with  God 
into  the  activities  of  the  day. 

Our  Brinton  visitor  related  the  desire  of  visited  meetings  for  better  understanding  of  worship,  Quaker  decision 
making,  outreach,  peace,  and  community.  We  joined  in  workshops  on  how  unity  develops  and  on  good  order  among 
Friends.  We  worked  on  the  revision  of  our  book  of  Faith  and  Practice  and  on  advice  concerning  the  care  of  Friends 
undergoing  divorce. 

We  are  challenged  to  work  against  discrimination  and  to  bring  about  economic  and  social  justice.  Population  issues 
and  right  sharing  remain  among  our  concerns.  We  approved  a minute  from  our  Wider  Fellowship  Among  Friends  and 
Representatives  to  Friends  World  Committee  on  Consultation,  to  encourage  all  yearly  meetings  and  Quaker  groups  to 
find  ways  to  openly  discuss  sexual  discrimination,  harassment,  and  abuse.  We  rejoice  in  the  opening  of  Friends  House 
Moscow.  Following  Quaker  history.  Friends'  work  in  Russia  is  upheld  by  many  Friends  in  this  and  other  yearly  meetings. 

Joyfully  we  welcomed  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Friends  as  they  participated  in  significant  decision  making,  bringing 
forward  their  own  carefully  considered  minutes  on  same-gender  marriage  and  on  moving  toward  a permanent  home  for 
the  Yearly  Meeting.  We  cherished  their  presence  at  our  Meeting  for  Memorials. 

Seeking  to  be  obedient  to  God's  will,  we  labored  through  tears,  silence,  and  joy;  ultimately  approving  a minute  on 
Equality  of  Marriage  Rights,  (the  equal  application  of  marriage  laws  to  same-gender  couples  by  the  state). 

A minute  was  also  approved,  authorizing  the  formation  of  a corporation  as  a first  step  toward  the  possible  acquisition 
of  a permanent  site  for  the  Yearly  Meeting.  Reaching  this  decision  follows  several  years  of  exploration  and  seasoning. 

Lifted  by  these  decisions,  some  voices  rose  in  song;  while  deep  sharing  continued  with  those  still  anxious  lest  we 
had  moved  too  hastily. 

Stories  and  music  shared  in  family  worship  opened  our  hearts  to  the  knowledge  that  we  are  part  of  God's  creation, 
and  it  is  not  yet  finished.  We  are  willing  to  be  God's  partners  in  continuing  this  work,  sustained  by  the  joy  of  our  time 
together. 

Eric  Moon,  Presiding  Clerk 


OPENING  MINUTE 

Welcome  Friends.  We  meet  again — here  in  Chico  (California), 
this  year  for  the  50th  annual  sessions  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 
Fifty  years  is  not  old  as  yearly  meetings  go;  New  England  Yearly 
Meeting,  the  oldest,  is  looking  forward  to  its  350th  year. 

So  is  there  anything  special  about  being  50?  In  a human  life, 
this  may  be  an  occasion  for  taking  stock,  for  celebrating  accom- 
plishments, for  consolidating  earlier  work,  for  remembering. 
Some  people  at  50  are  enjoying  their  children — now  grown  and 
gone — and  PYM  has  its  children.  North  Pacific  and  Intermoun- 
tain Yearly  Meetings,  in  whom  we  may  take  some  pride. 

On  this,  our  golden  anniversary,  we  are  still  together — de- 
spite the  distances,  the  heat,  the  differences,  the  inevitable  disap- 
pointments. In  our  tight-lipped  Quaker  style,  we  have  quarreled 
and  we  have  always  come  back  home  again.  Welcome  home. 

Eric  Moon,  clerk 
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Andrea  English,  Assistant  Clerk;  Eric  Moon,  Presiding  Clerk; 
Jim  Summers,  Recording  Clerk. 
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Selected  Minutes 

STATISTICAL  REPORT 

Betty  Miller,  Statistical  Clerk,  gave  the  report  for  the  year 
May  1, 1995  to  April  30, 1996.  Current  membership  is  1,513, 
down  slightly  from  last  year.  Sixty  one  percent  of  our 
members  are  in  College  Park  Quarter,  thirty  one  percent  in 
Southern  California  Quarter,  and  eight  percent  have  no 
quarterly  affiliation. 

FRIENDS  WORLD  COMMITTEE  FOR  CONSULTATION 

PYM  96-6 

Friends  approved  the  proposed  minute  on  discrimina- 
tion, harassment  and  abuse  in  yearly  meetings  and  will 
send  it  to  the  FWCC  Interim  Committee  in  London  and 
to  FWCC  Section  of  the  Americas. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  rejoices  in  our  Quaker  testimo- 
nies on  equality,  affirming  mutual  respect.  We  have 
learned  that  in  yearly  meetings  and  Quaker  institutions, 
there  have  been  some  occurrences  of  sexual  discrimina- 
tion, harassment,  and  abuse.  Quakers  are  often  inap- 
propriately silent  about  these  issues. 

We  all  need  to  help  each  other  find  ways  to  name 
injustices  among  ourselves  and  to  deal  with  them 
rightly.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  asks  Friends  gathered  at 
the  1997  Triennial  to  minute  their  encouragement  to  all 
yearly  meetings  and  other  Quaker  groups  to  find  ways 
to  discuss  these  issues  and  to  share  what  Friends  discern 
to  be  good  practice. 

PYM  96-9 

Friends  approved  reducing  the  PYM  per  member  as- 
sessment from  $31  to  $30.  The  assessment  for  Mexico 
City  will  remain  at  $15  per  member. 

PYM  96-11 

Meeting  approved  holding  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
1997  at  CalPoly,  San  Luis  Obispo,  the  second  full 
week  in  August. 

PERMANENT  SITE 

Zac  Moon,  Clerk  of  JYM,  and  Anna  Morgan,  one  of  next 
year's  clerks,  supported  by  Junior  Friends  present,  pre- 
sented a minute  from  JYM  supporting  the  acquisition  of  a 
permanent  site  for  PYM: 

After  deep  consideration,  JYM  has  reached  unity  on 
the  subject  of  a permanent  site.  JYM  feels  that  a 
permanent  site  would  be  beneficial  in  the  long  run.  . . 
As  the  future  of  PYM,  JYM  would  like  a place  that  we 
could  call  home.  We  would  be  able  to  create  a com- 
munity that  will  last  for  generations  to  come. 

PYM  96-13 

Friends  approved  the  Site  Committee  minute  to  create 
a corporation  to  establish  a permanent  site  for  PYM. 

EQUALITY  OF  MARRIAGE  RIGHTS 

Margaret  Mossman,  Clerk  of  Ministry  and  Oversight, . . . 

acknowledged  that  there  are  Friends  who  think  this  minute 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Continued  from  previous  column 
does  not  go  far  enough,  as  well  as  Friends  who  may  feel  it 
goes  too  far.  She  clarified  that  this  minute  does  not  address 
all  issues  of  marriage,  but  is  narrowly  restricted  to  the 
control  that  the  state  exercises  over  certain  specified  legal 
rights  and  advantages  associated  with  marriage. 

PYM  96-14 

Pacific  Y early  Meeting  approves  the  Minute  on  Equality 
of  Marriage  Rights  proposed  by  the  Ministry  and  Over- 
sight Subcommittee  on  Sexual  Minorities,  with  the 
change  of  the  word  "sex"  to  "gender"  throughout.*  ■ 
For  text  of  the  Minute  on  Equality  of  Marriage  Rights,  see 
Friends  Bulletin,  June  1996  (Vol.  64,  No.  9),  p.  164  (back  cover). 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Epistle 

"All  of  us  in  Junior  Friends  have  memories  of  Chico  and  of  each 
other  over  the  past  five  years,  and  although  we  will  miss  this  town, 
we  all  feel  that  moving  on  is  in  harmony  with  our  feelings  of 
growing  older."  1983  JYM 

We  are  the  future  of  1983.  We,  too,  are  ready  to  move  on, 
in  more  ways  than  one.  We  are  ready  for  a new  site  but, 
more  importantly,  we  have  matured  spiritually. 


Joining  together 
After  the  year  long  absence 
Meeting  new  and  old 

Sharing  in  Worship 
Contemplating  who  we  are 
Learning  about  us 

Comforting  darkness 
Sharing  under  starlit  skies 
Discovering  truth 

Candlelight  vigil 
Hiroshima  remembered 
Hearing  memories 

For  permanent  site 
And  same  gender  marriage 
Contributing  our  minutes 

Singing  songs  of  hope 
Grasping  for  a larger  peace 
Standing  in  silence 

Conducting  business 
While  learning  Quaker  process 
Uniting  ourselves 

Camping  by  the  lake 
Swimming,  tubing,  playing  games 
Building  on  friendships 

Saying  our  good-byes 
Anticipating  tomorrow 
The  future  to  come.  ■ 
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f PYM  "God  is  . . 1 

by  the  Six-to  Eight-Year-Olds 

At  PYM  '96  the  6-to  8-year-olds  answered  the  question: 

"What  is  God  like?"  in  the  following  ways: 
wise 
love 

God  is  part  of  everyone's  family 

old  man,  lives  forever,  has  a long  gray  beard 

lives  in  a hotel 

hard  working 

everybody  is  God 

loves  all  creation 

created  us  and  the  world 

been  alive  for  a long  time  and  won't  die 

he's  looking  down  on  earth 

in  everyone  and  everything  in  nature 

God  is  our  friend 

God  was  Jesus 

God  created  holidays 

living  spirit 

Jesus'  dad 

Jesus  and  God  are  best  friends 
And  to  the  question:  "What  is  spirit?"  They  said: 
helps  us  tell  right  from  wrong 
lives  forever — even  after  you  die 
can  fly 

sort  of  like  smoke 
like  a ghost 
part  of  God 
it  helps  God 

part  of  us  that  knows  God 

white  and  puffy  and  doesn't  eat  anything 

invisible 

in  the  air 

helps  things  grow 
inside  of  us 

it's  good  to  have  bad  and  good — you  can  tell  the 
difference  between  bad  and  good 
Spirit  is  light  ■ 

^ ^ 


Rebuilding  Churches 

by  Ernest  Bicknell,  Berkeley  Meeting 

The  Peace  and  Social  Order  Committee  brought  to 
Berkeley  Monthly  Meeting  for  business  an  action  minute: 
"That  the  meeting  earmark  $500,  to  be  matched  by  indi- 
vidual contributions  in  the  meeting,  in  support  of  the 
Alabama  1996  Summer  Workcamp  Project." 

Although  our  operating  budget  has  been  tight  (in  fact 
somewhat  in  the  red),  the  meeting  has  a large  Building 
Reserve  Fund  and  the  $500  would  be  a small  portion  of  this 
reserve.  It  was  stated,  "Such  a use  of  these  funds  would 
probably  be  considered  fiscally  irresponsible,  but  it  would 
be  very  Quakerly.  This  is  a building  fund.  Let  us  use  it  for 
building!" 

So  we  came  to  unity. 

In  response,  Harold  B.  Confer,  Executive  Director  of 
Washington  Quaker  Work  camps,  wrote  to  Berkeley 
Meeting: 

"What  a wonderful  and  creative  way  to  use  a small 

portion  of  your  rebuilding  funds  for  rebuilding! 

I would  like  to  share  a letter  with  you 

‘Dear  Mr.  Confer:  You  would  think  it  was  my 
church  you  were  rebuilding.  Well,  in  a sense  you 
are  rebuilding  my  church.  You  see,  Mr.  Confer,  I 
am  a black  man.  And  / remember  reading  how 
Harriet  Tubman  used  to  pray,  and  how  it  was  the 
Quakers  who  helped  her  along  the  way.  It  always 
intrigued  me  how  the  Quakers  kept  popping  up  in 
history  supporting  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Yours 
in  Christ,  William  T.  Powell,  Sr.  ’ ” 

The  next  letter  to  Harold  Confer  from  Berkeley  Meeting 
said:  "Stare  for  a moment  with  us  at  the  enclosed  check  for 
$3115 — We're  reminded  of  a button  observed  recently  at 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Tm  proud  to  be  a humble  Quaker."* 


Southern  California  Conference  on  Religion  and  Psychology  March  29-31, 1996 

by  Diane  Wolf  (Santa  Barbara)  and  Rachel  Clibbom  (San  Diego)  Healing  from  Life’s  Wounds 

John  Calvi,  well-known  Quaker  healer,  led  the  Southern  California  Religion  and  Psychology  Conference  in  a weekend 
retreat  that  was  instructive  and  unique.  We  each  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  John's  hands-on  style  of  energy  work. 

We  learned  that  physically,  energy  work  is  simple — a careful  placing  and  holding  of  the  hands  on  specific  sites  on  the 
body.  As  givers,  it  is  possible  to  follow  our  instincts  and  reverently  touch  with  great  tenderness.  The  result  is  an 
extraordinary  sense  of  connection  between  giver  and  receiver.  Harmony  is  achieved  when  emotional  blocks  are  released 
so  that  there  is  internal  balance. 

Balance  is  key  to  handling  and  avoiding  burnout.  Most  burnout  comes  from  giving  too  much.  If  we  increase  giving, 
it  is  important  to  increase  receiving.  John  suggested  making  a list  of  things  that  make  us  glad  to  be  alive  and  a list  of 
things  that  do  not  honor  us.  We  can  commit  to  more  joy  in  our  lives  by  increasing  activities  that  make  us  happy  and 
decreasing  those  that  drain  our  energy.  An  important  part  of  joy,  John  showed  us,  was  laughing  and  having  fun. 

Discernment  is  the  practice  of  coming  into  the  "Big  Quiet"  so  we  can  hear  our  own  best  wisdom.  When  we  return 
again  and  again  to  sit  in  the  silence  with  experienced  Quakers,  clarity  gradually  emerges. 

Our  weekend  culminated  with  a Meeting  for  Healing,  in  which  anyone  feeling  the  need  of  healing  could  sit  in  the 
center  of  our  worship  circle,  and  anyone  so  moved  could  go  and  lay  hands  on  that  person.  This  was  a wonderful,  intimate 
way  to  bring  closure  to  an  informative  and  truly  moving  conference.  ■ 
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A Case  for  Organic  Foods 

by  Unity  with  Nature  Committee, 

Santa  Cruz  Meeting 

Since  the  time  when  most  people  grew  their  own  food, 
great  changes  have  taken  place.  Most  of  us  have  accepted 
foods  from  commercial  farms  and  from  around  the  globe 
without  question.  We  appreciated  not  having  the  little 
holes  in  our  food  which  told  us  that  insects  had  been 
sharing  it. 

A new  awareness  is  now  changing  that.  Our  (predomi- 
nantly white  European)  culture  is  just  coming  to  the  real- 
ization that  humans  are  not  the  only  important  species  on 
our  planet.  We  are  part  of  a network  of  life  forms  that 
support  each  other,  in  a life  system  that  has  been  develop- 
ing for  millions  of  years.  We  are  completely  interdepen- 
dent with  other  life  forms  for  our  survival. 

As  farm  practices  changed  to  huge  acreages  producing 
one  crop,  insects  preferring  that  crop  soon  followed. 
Farmers  began  administering  pesticides.  Small  amounts 
handled  the  problem  at  first.  Now  it  is  necessary  to  use 
many  times  the  amount  of  toxins  (for  some,  40  times). 

We  who  eat  the  food  are  ingesting  increasing  amounts 
of  poison.  Farm  workers  suffer  from  exposure.  Birds,  bats, 
and  other  species  that  live  on  insects  are  being  poisoned 
and  are  decreasing  in  number.  New  immune  insect  variet- 
ies are  inevitably  born,  escalating  the  battle. 

Chemical  fertilizer  and  the  use  of  heavy  machinery 
deteriorate  farmland.  Artificial  fertilizer  returns  to  the  soil 
only  a few  of  the  many  nutrients  the  land  gives  up  to  the 
food  being  grown. 

Food  grown  with  organic  pest  control  and  fertilizer  is 
nutritionally  superior.  The  food  elements  taken  from  the 
soil  are  returned  for  the  growing  process.  Then  the  food 
gives  its  consumer  more  of  the  well-being  that  food  should 
be  giving  and  without  the  uncertainty  of  how  much  poison 
comes  with  it. 

Organic  food  is  labor  intensive  and  the  costs  are  often 
higher,  but  the  practices  that  have  given  us  cheap  food  are 
not  sustainable.  As  usable  agricultural  land  shrinks  while 
population  grows,  the  imperative  is  obvious.  Not  shifting 
gradually  to  organic  methods  for  growing  food  is  infi- 
nitely costly. 

Minute 

Santa  Cruz  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  at  their  meeting  for  business  on  Fourth  Month,  four- 
teenth, 1996,  approved  the  following  minute: 

Recognizing  that  in  the  long  run,  food  grown 
without  the  use  of  pesticides  and  artificial  fertilizer 
is  the  only  kind  sustainable  both  for  the  earth's  life 
system  and  for  ourselves  who  are  part  of  that  life 
system,  we  urge  Friends  to  choose  organically- 
grown  food  whenever  reasonably  possible.  ■ 


Leher 

Criticism  of  PYM  "Advices  and  Queries" 

I find  criticisms  of  the  draft  PYM  "Advices  and  Que- 
ries" offered  in  July^  to  be  shallow,  arrogant  and  preju- 
diced. For  guidance  from  a giant,  consider  the  advice  of 
John  Woolman:  "May  we  look  upon  our  treasures  and  the 
furniture  of  our  houses  and  the  garments  with  which  we 
array  ourselves,  and  try  whether  the  seeds  of  war  have  any 
nourishment  in  these  our  possessions  or  not. " (A  Plea  for  the 
Poor.)  And  John  Woolman  did  not  live  in  the  era  of  the 
large  corporation,  downsizing,  mass  unemployment  and 
homelessness.  "Late  20th  century,  west-coast  liberal  eco- 
nomic talk2  /'  indeed! 

Belief  that  "the  poor  ye  shall  always  have  with  you," 
shows  little  faith  in  continuing  revelation  and  little  com- 
passion or  insight  into  the  stealing  that  goes  on  every  day 
by  the  rich  from  the  poor. 

We  reveal  a deep  inward  urge  to  control  the  lives  of 
others  when  we  advise  them  to  stick  to  marriage  and 
monogamy  as  a single  standard  of  truth.  It  is  even  possible 
that  God  made  us  different  from  this  standard  if  we  can 
judge  by  the  actions  of  the  many  who  disobey  the  stricture. 
The  critics  are  right  that  this  is  an  extremely  complex  and 
difficult  question  for  us  to  legislate  upon  one  another,  and 
perhaps  in  that  light  we  do  well  to  omit  the  word  "mar- 
riage" from  Faith  and  Practice.  Where  is  our  compassion  if  we 
fail  to  condemn  incest  and  abuse,  and  if  we  will  not  recognize 
common-law  arrangements  for  the  elderly? 

We  who  condemn  people  to  poverty  in  this  age,  who 
fail  to  speak  out  against  child  abuse,  and  who  refuse  to 
recognize  committed  relationships,  are  not  ignorant;  we 
are  devoid  of  love. 

Bob  Schutz,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

^ McDougaU,  John,  "Concern  about  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's 
Draft  of  'Advices  and  Queries,"'  Friends  Bulletin,  July  1996,  p.  176. 
Milliron,  Valerie,  "'Is  That  All  We  Can  Say?"  Friends  Bulletin, 
July  1996,  p.  177. 

^ Milliron,  Valerie,  ibid. 
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Arden  Pierce  (Palo  Alto)  and  AM  Reed  (La  Jolla)  lead  Friends  at 
the  PYM  CandlelMit  vi<^il. 
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What  if  We  V^ere  Pacifists? 

by  Robert  Levering,  San  Francisco  Meeting 

Ever  since  I declared  myself  a pacifist  while  a high 
school  student  some  35  years  ago,  I have  been  asked  by 
others  a variety  of  "what  if"  questions.  "What  if  Hitler 
were,"  or  "What  if  the  Russians  were,"  or  "What  if  your 
grandmother  were,"  etc.,  etc.  Unsympathetic  draft  board 
members  raised  such  questions  when  I faced  them  during 
the  Vietnam  War.  They  were  unimpressed  with  my  re- 
sponses and  promptly  denied  my  claim  for  CO  status.  I 
had  similar  success  with  some  of  my  friends  during  the 
Persian  Gulf  War  with  their  various  "What  if  Saddam 
Hussein"  queries. 

Tm  sure  others  who  have  made  similar  pacifist 
declarations  are  familiar  with  the  "what  if"  territory. 
Stewart  Mulford  did  a thoughtful  job  of  delineating  this 
turf  in  his  article- 1 "The  Relevance  of  the  Quaker  Peace 
Testimony  in  Today's  World."  Sadly,  he  finds  the  historic 
Friends  peace  testimony  mostly  irrelevant  to  the  contem- 
porary world  because  "usually  we  are  faced  with  situa- 
tions in  which  there  is  no  clear  choice  between  right  and 
wrong."  In  this  kind  of  relative  universe,  Stewart  Mulford 
believes  that  sometimes  God  would  lead  some  of  us  to 
respond  with  force  and  others  of  us  not  to  do  so.  Thus,  he 
concludes,  "both  the  absolute  pacifist  and  the  person  who 
would  use  force,  if  truly  guided  to  do  so,  play  parts  in 
God's  overall  plans."  He  sees  that  both  alternatives  are 
acceptable,  though  he  makes  clear  that  he  personally  re- 
jects the  pacifist  position. 

I would  agree  that,  when  viewed  as  a political  option, 
pacifism  has  its  pluses  and  minuses,  as  do  other  view- 
points (though  obviously  if  everyone  took  the  pacifist 
position,  that  would  put  an  end  to  wars — something  no 
other  position  can  claim).  But  I believe  we  must  also  view 
the  peace  testimony  through  an  entirely  different  lens  than 
the  rational /scientific  framework  of  our  secular  lives.  The 
peace  testimony  requires  a leap  of  faith — and  faith  implies 
an  element  of  doubt  and  risk.  Otherwise  it  is  not  faith.  An 
important  part  of  the  historical  Quaker  faith  is  an  adher- 
ence to  the  peace  testimony  regardless  of  its  "relevance  to 
today's  world." 

Rather  than  getting  mired  down  in  the  endless  number 
of  hypothetical  "what  if"  questions.  Friends  should  be 
asking  our  own  "what  if"  question:  "What  if  we  were 
pacifists?"  How  would  we  behave  if  we  were  to  really  live 
this  testimony  every  day  of  our  lives? 

A few  years  ago,  I heard  an  audio  tape  of  Rufus  Jones 
describing  the  early  years  of  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee.  He  recalled  a discussion  that  ensued  when  the 
leaders  of  the  then-infant  organization  were  informed  of 
the  outbreak  of  fighting  in  Russia  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  First  World  War.  Their  immediate  question  was  how 
could  they  help  the  victims  of  this  new  war.  They  were  not 
concerned  with  who  was  in  the  right  or  whether  force 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Continued  from  previous  column 
might  be  justified  to  stop  the  aggression  of  one  side  or  the 
other.  No,  their  interpretation  of  the  peace  testimony  im- 
plied that  as  Quakers,  God  called  them  to  do  something  in 
times  of  war — to  be  healers  and  peacemakers. 

Since  hearing  that  tape.  I've  viewed  the  peace  testi- 
mony in  a new  light.  The  Quaker  peace  testimony  is  not 
meant  to  be  a political  position,  nor  is  it  meant  to  be  an 
ethical  position  that  can  withstand  any  philosophical 
challenge.  The  peace  testimony  has  to  do  with  how  we  live 
our  lives  every  day.  It  has  to  do  with  cultivating  peace 
within  ourselves.  It  has  to  do  with  being  a force  for  recon- 
ciliation where  there  is  discord  and  violence.  It  has  to  do 
with  being  a gentle  people.  It  is  the  peculiar  role  God  has 
called  Quakers  to  perform  on  this  world's  stage. 

The  first  generation  of  Friends  declared  to  King  Charles 
that  "the  spirit  of  Christ,  which  leads  us  into  all  Truth,  will 
never  move  us  to  fight  and  war  against  any  with  outward 
weapons,  neither  for  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  nor  for  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world."  We  can  join  Stewart  Mulford  and 
do  an  academic  deconstruction  of  that  famous  statement 
and  conclude  that  its  significance  is  largely  confined  to  the 
context  of  17th  century  England.  Or  we  can  treat  it  as  a 
kind  of  "holy  scripture"  along  with  three  centuries  of 
Friends  and  accept  the  tremendous  challenge  of  living  in 
accord  with  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

It  is  that  spirit  that  George  Fox  said  we  should  seek  in 
our  meetings  for  worship  and  in  all  our  dealings  with  our 
fellow  beings:  "So,  Friends,  come  into  that  which  is  over  all 
the  spirits  of  the  world,  fathoms  all  the  spirits  of  the  world, 
and  stands  in  the  patience;  with  that,  ye  may  see  where 
others  stand,  and  reach  that  which  is  of  God  in  every  one. 
Here  is  no  strife,  no  contention,  out  of  transgression;  for  he 
that  goeth  into  strife,  and  into  contention,  is  [away]  from 
the  pure  spirit.... 

Properly  understood,  the  peace  testimony  has  little  to 
do  with  possible  scenarios  involving  Hitler,  grandmoth- 
ers, or  Saddam  Hussein.  To  base  one's  faith  on  persuasive 
answers  to  hypothetical  questions  is  to  create  a hypotheti- 
cal faith,  one  that  may  be  intellectually  satisfying  but  is 
spiritually  sterile. 

Instead,  our  faith  should  be  rooted  in  something  that 
offers  each  of  us  the  possibility  of  what  George  Fox  called 
living  "in  the  virtue  of  that  life  and  power  that  took  away 
the  occasion  of  all  wars."  That  is  precisely  what  God  is 
offering  us  through  our  traditional  Quaker  peace  testimony.* 
^ Friends  Bulletin,  July  1996,  pp.  172-173. 


^ George  Fox,  Journal.  Taken  from  a letter  he  wrote  to  Friends 
in  the  ministry  in  1658.  1831  edition,  p 368  (reprinted  1990). 


Faces  at 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 
Drawings  by 
Nancy  Lynch, 
Santa  Barbara  Meeting. 
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Should  Friends  Invest  in  Meeting  Houses? 

by  Robert  S.  Vogel,  Orange  Grove  Meeting 

Since  joining  Friends  in  1943, 1 have  had  a 180  degree 
change  in  answering  the  question  as  to  whether  Friends 
should  own  meeting  houses.  I don't  think  God  cares 
whether  we  own  or  rent  our  meeting  houses  or  worship 
outside.  Friends  usually  fall  into  one  of  two  categories. 

In  1943  the  Syracuse  Monthly  Meeting  (New  York 
Yearly  Meeting)  met  sometimes  in  the  "Lighthouse"  for 
the  blind  and  other  times  in  the  lobby  of  the  YWCA.  This 
was  wartime,  and  the  whole  and  united  concern  of  the 
meeting  was  to  assist  war  victims,  to  help  relocate  Japa- 
nese-Americans  and  to  fund  conscientious  objectors.  The 
question  of  owning  a meeting  house  never  arose.  If  it  had, 
I would  have  objected  and  shared  my  feelings  that,  espe- 
cially at  this  time,  our  limited  resources  should  not  be 
going  into  bricks  and  mortar. 

Then  in  1946  I transferred  my  membership  to  Orange 
Grove  Meeting  in  Pasadena,  which  had  had  a meeting 
house  since  1909.  The  worship  room,  garage,  and  educa- 
tional buildings  were  well  used,  not  just  for  two  hours  on 
First  Days.  In  recent  decades,  the  meeting  buildings  have 
been  used  for  the  Mothers  Club,  serving  mothers  and  their 
preschool  children  from  the  neighborhood.  It  is  the  policy 
of  the  meeting  to  invite  other  groups  in  town  to  use  the 
meeting  house,  provided  only  that  a representative  of  the 
meeting  be  present.  This  policy  was  especially  valuable 
when,  during  the  McCarthy  period  (1952-1967),  organiza- 
tions unwilling  to  sign  the  "nondisloyalty  oath"  were 
denied  use  of  public  school  buildings. 

In  my  travels  as  Brin  ton  Visitor  this  past  year,  I have 
found  some  meetings  still  struggling  with  the  question  of 
whether  to  own  a meeting  house.  In  all  instances  where 
meetings  have  their  own  places  of  worship,  there  has  been 
a substantial  increase  in  members  and  nonmembers.  The 
Milwaukee  Meeting  tripled  its  membership  within  a very 
short  period  of  time.  Sacramento  Meeting  has  been  build- 
ing a meeting  house  fund  for  several  years  and  now  has 
enough  to  make  a large  down  payment. 

I have  changed  my  views  on  this  question.  We  need  to 
use  our  resources  to  help  meet  human  needs,  to  be  part  of 
movements  for  Spirit-led  social  change,  and  to  support 
our  Quaker  institutions.  But,  when  there  are  resources. 
Friends  should  acquire  their  own  meeting  houses,  provid- 
ing there  is  a community  use  beyond  the  two  hours  per 
week  needed  for  meetings  for  worship  and  business. 

The  Syracuse  Meeting  now  has  its  own  meeting  house.* 

This  article  was  submitted  by  Lincoln  Moses  (Palo  Alto)  who 
said,  "Recently  1 was  visiting  the  Reno  meeting  and  there  1 
learned  that  the  Brinton  Visitor,  Bob  Vogel,  had  explained  that 
his  views  on  owning  meetinghouses  had  changed  from  negative 
to  positive.  I regard  this  as  important  news — that  so  experienced 
and  wise  a Friend  had  come  to  view  this  vexed  issue  differently 
from  before." 


What  a Small  Meeting  Can  Do 

by  Loren  Lacelle,  Guatemala  Meeting 

The  Guatemala  Monthly  Meeting  at  present  has  only 
four  members  living  in  Guatemala  (plus  two  in  the  U.S.). 
They,  and  several  regular  attenders,  are  major  and/ or  total 
supporters  of  the  following  projects: 

1.  The  only  "official"  program  of  Guatemala  Meeting  is 
a scholarship /loan  program  that  supports  between  75 
and  120  students  annually  in  university  and  technical 
schools,  under  the  care  of  Redwood  Forest  Meeting  in 
Santa  Rosa,  California. 

2.  A free  public  library  in  a small  town — a rarity  in 
Guatemala. 

3.  Primary  and  junior  high  scholarships  for  around  75 
students. 

4.  A day  care  center  for  100  children  of  working  mothers. 

5.  A returned  Peace  Corp  Volunteer  scholarship  pro- 
gram for  many  children. 

6.  A firewood-saving  stove  project. 

7.  A solar  oven  project  for  schools  and  larger  organiza- 
tions. 

8.  Liaison  and  housing  for  Peace  Corp  volunteers  and 
their  visiting  families. 

9 AIDS  education  projects  aimed  at  reaching  service 
workers,  young  people,  and  prostitutes. 

10.  Teachers  of  Gestalt  therapy  techniques  to  Guatema- 
lan therapists. 

11.  Administration  of  school  scholarships  for  over  60 
students  in  a program  that  also  includes  tutoring, 
family  counseling,  home  repair  and  building,  vaccina- 
tions, sanitation  facilities,  and  a medical  clinic. 

12.  A home  for  orphaned  girls. 

13.  A home,  in  the  planning  stage,  for  pregnant  teenage 
girls  who  choose  to  keep  their  babies. 

This  list  does  not  include  many  other  activities  on  more 
personal  levels.  ■ 
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Ellen  Gonzalez  (Mexico  City),  Loren  Lacelle  (Guatemala), 
Carmen  Broz  (El  Salvador). 
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Colorado  Regional  Meeting 

by  Maria  Krenz,  Boulder  Meeting 

One  way  we  have  been  deepening  the  bonds  within  our 
Quaker  community,  as  well  as  nurturing  our  personal 
spiritual  growth,  is  by  meeting  for  regular  study  or  discus- 
sion groups. 

Boulder  Meeting's  Ministry  & Counsel  has  written  a 
13-week  Quaker  Studies  curriculum,  and  23  people  met 
every  week  this  spring  for  a three-hour  discussion.  The 
curriculum  included  a session  on  the  attitude  of  worship; 
the  practice  of  worship;  one  each  on  the  testimonies  of 
equality,  integrity,  simplicity,  pacifism  and  community;  a 
session  on  membership;  on  the  history  of  Friends'  beliefs 
and  experiences;  on  the  diversity  of  beliefs  among  unpro- 
grammed Friends  today;  on  the  history  and  underlying 
principles  of  business  meeting;  on  the  mechanics,  prob- 
lems, and  preparation  for  business  meeting;  and  finally  on 
the  history,  concerns  and  present  organization  of  Boulder 
Meeting.  Reading  materials  included  Brinton's  Friends  for 
300  Years,  Gorman's  The  Amazing  Fact  of  Quaker  Worship, 
Punshon's  Encounter  with  Silence,  Sheeran's  Beyond  Major- 
ity Ride,  as  well  as  some  Pendle  Hill  pamphlets  and  other 
handouts. 

Colorado  Springs  Friends  have  met  once  a month 
during  the  spring  to  discuss  Kenworthy's  Quakerism:  A 
Study  Guide.  During  the  summer  they  met  once  a week  to 
discuss  Thomas  Moore's  Care  of  the  Soul,  and  this  fall  they 
plan  to  study  A Quaker  Reader  by  Jessamyn  West. 

Fort  Collins  Meeting  has  been  meeting  twice  a month 
for  worship  sharing.  Topics  include  what  the  underpin- 
nings of  faith  are  for  each  person,  individual  beliefs,  expe- 
riences, questions,  and  doubts  regarding  the  life  of  the 
Spirit.  Each  meeting  focuses  on  a particular  topic,  which  is 
usually  suggested  by  a participant. 

Friends  at  Mountain  View  Meeting  have  been  meeting 
regularly  to  deepen  their  understanding  of  Quakerism 
and  explore  the  common  ground  that  unites  them  in  a faith 
community.  There  was  a 10-week  study  program  last  year 
and  they  are  doing  a revised  version  this  year.  They  will 
meet  five  evenings  in  October  and  five  in  January  and 
February.  They  are  using  Pendle  Hill  pamphlets  for  read- 
ing and  the  topics  will  be  "The  Quaker  movement:  how  we 
got  to  where  we  are  today,"  "Our  faith:  the  experience  of 
God  and  the  Inner  Light,"  "The  meeting  for  worship," 
"Our  practice:  testimonies  and  service,"  "Spiritual  dis- 
cernment: advices  and  queries,"  "The  meaning  of  mem- 
bership in  the  Society  of  Friends  and  in  the  monthly 
meeting,"  "The  organization  and  nature  of  leadership  in 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  in  the  monthly  meeting,"  "The 
meeting  for  business:  the  search  for  unity,"  "Ministry," 
and  "Community."  ■ 


Montana  Gathering  of  Friends 

by  Jim  Coates,  Red  Lodge  Worship  Group 

The  Health  of  MGOF 

At  the  recent  summer  gathering  of  the  Montana  Gath- 
ering of  Friends,  the  theme  of  "Environmental  Integrity 
and  Justice — Listening  to  the  Spirit  of  All  Creation"  was 
well  explored  at  the  beautiful  alpine  camp  in  the  Paradise 
Valley  of  Montana.  After  the  weekend  of  concern  about 
the  environment  and  activities  and  queries  to  draw  our- 
selves into  closer  connection  with  all  beings  on  the  planet, 
Montana  Friends  went  away  with  a renewed  commitment 
to  positive  personal  daily  actions  for,  and  universal  spiri- 
tual relationship  to,  all  creation. 

Rather  than  the  regular  meeting  for  business,  MGOF's 
Committee  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  asked  that  the 
health  of  MGOF  be  held  in  the  Light  by  those  assembled. 
It  had  come  to  the  committee's  attention  that  there  have 
been  some  concerns  about  the  overall  health  of  the  Quar- 
ter, with  questions  about  the  declining  attendance  at  gath- 
erings, dwindling  monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups, 
and  difficulty  in  filling  positions  of  responsibility.  For  a 
lighter  touch,  it  was  joked  that  a nominating  committee 
could  not  even  be  convened  to  find  Friends  for  the  other 
committees  and  roles. 

After  a period  of  silence,  discussion  focused  on  several 
aspects  of  the  root  of  the  problems  perceived. 

"How,  if  at  all,  is  MGOF  meeting  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  Friends  who  do  attend?" 

"How  is  MGOF  not  meeting  the  spiritual  needs  of  those 
Montana  Friends  who  do  not  participate  in  MGOF?" 

"What  can  be  done  to  better  meet  all  of  our  spiritual 
needs?" 

It  was  agreed  that  members  of  M&O  would  each  corre- 
spond with  Friends  who  were  not  in  attendance  to  deter- 
mine what,  if  anything,  MGOF  could  do  to  better  meet 
their  needs  and  get  them  more  involved.  Others  also 
agreed  to  correspond  with  those  Friends  to  provide  a 
personal  outreach  and  bridge  to  MGOF,  much  like  mem- 
bers of  NPYM  have  done  with  various  meetings  and 
worship  groups. 

It  was  also  noted  by  several  Friends  that  the  health  of 
the  monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups  needs  to  be 
nurtured  even  more  than  MGOF,  and  that  energy  and 
resources  should  be  put  into  the  Quarter  before  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 

As  closure,  several  Montana  Friends  acknowledged, 
"Whether  there  are  100  Friends  or  10  Friends  at  MGOF 
gatherings,  1 will  be  there  because  of  the  importance  of 
MGOF  to  my  own  spiritual  growth  and  sense  of 
community."  ■ 
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Arizona  Half  Yearly  Meeting 

by  Doris  Tyldesley,  Tempe  Meeting 

Summer  is  over,  though  with  high  temperatures  still  in 
the  100s,  that  is  hard  to  believe.  This  is  a good  time  to  look 
at  what  has  been  going  on  in  the  different  meetings  during 
the  summer. 

Flagstaff  Friends  have  been  exploring  the  issue  of 
membership  with  the  aim  of  providing  a working  state- 
ment on  this  subject  for  the  IMYM  Faith  and  Practice.  They 
held  their  annual  bike  ride  and  15  people  rode  12  miles  to 
Wupatki  National  Monument  for  a potluck.  During  July 
the  First  Day  School  held  an  ice  cream  social  to  raise  money 
for  the  Family  Food  Center.  Later  the  young  people  visited 
the  center  and  presented  a check  for  $140. 

Phoenix  Meeting  will  be  starting  a Quakerism  101 
course  with  six  two-hour  sessions,  one  a month.  The 
"peace-maker  potlucks"  have  proved  very  successful.  Two 
groups,  the  north  side  and  the  south  side,  meet  monthly 
in  Friends  homes  for  fellowship  and  discussion. 

Pima  Meeting  now  holds  440  acres  of  land  for  the 
Cascabel  Hermitage  Association,  which  is  in  process  of 
formation  under  the  covenant  of  the  Saguaro-Juniper  As- 
sociation. The  Association  was  formed  eight  years  ago  to 
establish  "earthrights"  in  the  Hot  Springs  corridor,  an  area 
of  the  Sonoran  desert  that  forms  an  important  link 
between  the  Nature  Conservancy's  Muleshoe  Preserve 
and  the  Cascabel  Riparian  Preserve. 

A yet-to-be-approved  statement  gives  the  primary  mis- 
sion of  the  Cascabel  Hermitage  Association  as  "to  provide 
caretaking,  coordination,  and  support  facilities  for  soli- 
tude where  the  sojourner  can  cease  striving  to  control, 
command,  force,  and  oppress  the  creation,  turning  from 
industrial  civilization's  strident  isolation  toward  intimate 
communion  with  the  Sonoran  Desert's  guiding  presence." 
A worship  group  now  meets  monthly  at  Cascabel.  An- 
other worship  group  meets  twice  a month  in  Bisbee. 

On  August  24,  a goodly  number  of  Tempe  Friends 
gathered  at  the  home  of  the  Hobson  family  for  a swim 
party  and  potluck.  During  July  the  children  and  young 
people  prepared  a peace  banner  under  the  guidance  of 
Cindy  and  Gerry  Theisman.  In  the  course  of  three  sessions, 
the  Young  Friends,  ages  four  to  18,  explored  their  vision  of 
God,  their  interdependence  with  all  people  of  the  world, 
and  their  statement  for  world  peace.  The  completed  ban- 
ner, signed  by  Tempe  Friends,  was  sent  to  the  Nevada 
Desert  Experience  to  form  one  of  a thousand  images  of 
peace.  It  was  to  be  hung  at  the  Nevada  test  site  during  the 
August  Desert  Witness  XII.  During  the  sessions,  many 
origami  cranes  were  made,  some  of  which  were  used  to 
embellish  a card  for  our  Friend  Mary  Lou  Coppock,  who 
broke  her  arm  earlier  in  the  summer  but  is  making  a good 
recovery.  Our  good  wishes  go  with  Carl  and  LaDonna 
Wallen,  who  have  left  us  for  six  weeks  to  visit  family — 
particularly  their  new  grandson,  Caleb.  ■ 


Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Bobbi  Kendig,  Marloma  Long  Beach  Meeting 

The  issue  of  same-gender  marriage  has  come  to  the  fore 
among  us,  culminating  with  PYM's  approval  of  a minute 
supporting  the  right  of  same-gender  couples  to  marry.  La 
Jolla,  Orange  Grove,  Santa  Barbara,  and  Santa  Monica 
have  already  adopted  similar  minutes  within  their  meet- 
ings, La  Jolla  having  led  the  way.  San  Diego  has  struggled 
with  the  issue,  and  others  have  held  discussions.  Marloma 
Long  Beach  set  the  issue  aside  some  years  ago  with  the 
meeting  not  in  unity.  The  topic  has  been  thrust  upon  us  at 
this  time  by  a Long  Beach  City  Councilman's  ugly  speech 
attacking  homosexuality.  The  resulting  polarization  of 
our  community  leaves  us  little  choice  but  to  address  the 
issue  once  again,  this  time  with  a sense  of  urgency. 

I have  written  previously  of  Marloma  Long  Beach's 
project  of  sharing  potlucks  and  conversations  with  the 
families  of  the  Inner  City  Ministries.  Unfortunately,  since 
the  Inner  City  Ministries  lost  their  drop-in  center,  a few  of 
the  men  have  returned  to  prison.  Others  have  established 
a dynamic  and  growing  Bible  study  group.  They  have 
gathered  in  a family's  apartment,  which  is  bursting  at  the 
seams  by  now.  Marloma  Long  Beach  Friends  will  soon 
meet  with  those  in  the  Bible  study  group  to  share  our 
efforts  in  corresponding  with  their  relatives  and  friends 
in  prison.  Later  we  hope  to  coordinate  a similar  project 
with  the  AFSC-Quaker  Youth  Services  Project. 

A Marloma  Long  Beach  member  has  suggested  we 
enlist  the  inner-city  families  in  writing  letters  to  our  elected 
officials,  an  idea  that  may  prove  eye-opening  to  us  all.  One 
of  the  men,  himself  a three-strikes  candidate,  recently 
commented  that  he  favors  the  three-strikes  law  (not  our 
usual  stance!)  because  "it  all  has  to  stop  somewhere." 

4-  * » 

Correction:  I recently  wrote  that  La  Jolla  was  co-spon- 
soring  a meeting  of  programmed  and  unprogrammed 
Friends.  I have  received  a correction  which  reads,  "La 
Jolla  Monthly  Meeting  approves  the  use  of  the  meeting 
house  once  a month  for  a six-month  trial  period,  which 
began  March  1996,  for  a meeting  of  programmed  and 
unprogrammed  Friends  who  worship-share  and  read  the 
Bible.  The  group  is  not  under  sponsorship  or  oversight  of 
the  meeting  or  any  committee  at  this  time.  The  group  is 
convened  by  Kingsley  Lawrance  on  the  third  First  day  of 
each  month  at  2:00  to  5:00  p.m." 

I welcome  corrections,  for  Friends  do  value  Truth! 

* * * 

I want  to  thank  Editor  Nancy  Yarnall  for  her  invaluable 
support  in  the  past  years  for  those  of  us  who  have  written 
for  Friends  Bulletin.  I will  miss  her  but  wish  her  the  best  as 
she  moves  on  to  another  phase  of  her  life. 

At  the  same  time,  I welcome  Anthony  Manousos  as  the 
new  editor.  Friends  Bulletin  continues  to  be  in  good  hands. 
I look  forward  to  our  association  in  future  issues.  ■ 
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Book  Reviews 


Challenging  Newt  Gingrich 
Chapter  by  Chapter^ 
by  Alfred  F.  Andersen 

Review  by  Genie  N.  L.  Stowers,  Berkeley  Meeting 


Daily  Readings  from  Quaker  Writings 

Ancient  and  Modern^  Vol.  IP 

edited  by  Linda  Hill  Renter 

Review  by  Stewart  F.  Mulford,  Eugene  Meeting 


Alfred  Andersen's  new  book.  Challenging  Newt  Gingrich 
Chapter  by  Chapter,  is  a critique  of  Gingrich's  recent  book. 
To  Renew  America  , and  offers  Andersen's  own  strategies 
for  assuring  "justice  for  all."  As  such,  it  is  a good  review  of 
the  differences  in  values  currently  polarizing  American 
society. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  book,  Andersen  takes 
Gingrich's  assertions  (often  on  a sentence-by-sentence 
basis)  and  attempts  to  debunk  them,  utilizing  his  own 
values  and  wide  reading  on  a variety  of  topics.  He  assesses 
Gingrich's  arguments  on  the  six  challenges  facing  America, 
his  prescriptions  on  how  he  would  renew  America,  and 
Gingrich's  embrace  of  technology  and  the  global  market- 
place. He  also  assesses  Gingrich's  views  on  balancing  the 
federal  budget  and  then  summarizes  the  arguments  against 
the  Contract  with  America. 

The  second  portion  of  the  book  begins  with  a review  of 
the  development  of  the  American  Constitution  and 
Andersen's  arguments  against  the  Federalist  Papers,  since 
both  of  these  documents  favored  and  spoke  to  the  proper- 
tied classes.  Andersen's  last  chapter  focuses  on  his  pre- 
scriptions for  "How  to  Assure  Justice  for  all.  Local  to 
Global."  Among  these  are  that  candidates  for  public  office 
should  be  required  to  spell  out  their  qualifications  (such  as 
commitment  to  personal  justice,  experience  with  a variety 
of  justice  issues,  and  willingness  to  be  guided  by  principles 
of  justice).  These  are  followed  by  five  principles  of  justice, 
such  as,  "Each  person  born  into  this  earthly  life  has  a 
natural  right  to  a fair  share  of  the  financial  and  other 
benefits  of  our  common  heritage,"  (p.  197)  and  "The  power 
given  government  must  be  limited  to  that  necessary  to 
prevent  and  remedy  injustice."  (p.  195) 

Andersen  then  focuses  on  applying  these  principles  of 
justice  to  actual  decision  making.  He  suggests  that, 
although  presently  impractical,  the  Quaker  decision-mak- 
ing process  would  be  the  best  way  to  select  governmental 
officials,  since  all  those  impacted  by  their  decisions  would 
be  able  to  participate  in  selecting  them.  For  governmental 
structure,  he  suggests  a Board  of  Overseers,  a Policing 
Board,  and  a Common  Heritage  Board  that  would  focus  on 
the  equitable  distribution  of  common  resources.  Andersen 
finishes  by  summarizing  the  differences  between  his  val- 
ues and  those  of  Newt  Gingrich,  which  lead  to  the  different 
views  each  has  on  America. 

It  is  clear  that  Andersen,  like  most  Friends,  has  totally 
different  values  from  those  of  Newt  Gingrich.  Most  of  the 
political  differences  and  arguments  he  espouses  follow 
from  these  differences.  To  enhance  his  book,  he  could 

Continued  in  next  column. 


In  this  book  Renfer  has  continued  the  work  begun  with 
the  publication  of  Volume  I in  1988,  with  a different 
selection  of  quotations.  Renfer  has  searched  widely  among 
Quaker  writings,  from  the  earliest  to  contemporary  ones, 
to  find  passages  that  would  serve  as  sources  for  reflection, 
meditation,  and  inspiration.  Each  quotation  occupies  a 
single  page,  and  there  is  one  page  for  each  day  of  the  year 
(except  2nd  Month  29).  More  than  150  Friends  are  repre- 
sented. These  include  many  familiar  names:  George  Fox, 
Margaret  Fell,  Isaac  Penington,  John  Woolman,  Caroline 
Stephens,  Rufus  Jones,  Thomas  Kelly,  Daisy  Newman, 
Margaret  Hope  Bacon,  Leonard  Kenworthy,  Elise  Boulding, 
Chuck  Fager,  and  others.  There  are  also  many  lesser- 
known  writers,  including  one  from  this  reviewer's  monthly 
meeting. 

The  book  is  designed  so  that  it  can  be  used  as  a basis  for 
daily  meditation.  During  the  past  few  weeks,  on  many 
days  I specifically  looked  at  the  selection  for  that  day. 
However,  I also  enjoyed  just  browsing  through  the  book. 
The  selections  are  not  arranged  in  chronological  order,  but 
rather  are  apparently  randomly  ordered.  The  book  can 
also  be  used  as  a source  of  quotations  from  specific  writers. 
An  index  of  authors  at  the  front  of  the  book  makes  this 
easy.  At  the  back  of  the  book  is  a list  of  sources  and 
references,  for  readers  who  wish  to  dig  more  deeply  into 
any  particular  author's  writings. 

At  $31.95,  this  book  may  seem  expensive.  However,  at 
a cost  of  less  than  10  cents  per  day  for  the  first  year,  and 
zero  after  that,  it  is  well  worth  it.  ■ 

^ Serenity  Press,  131  Meadow  Lane,  Grants  Pass,  OR  97526, 
1995.  $31.95,  hardcover,  postpaid. 


Continued  from  previous  column 
Strengthen  his  arguments  and  provide  more  evidence  of 
the  correctness  of  his  positions,  rather  than  stating  that  his 
values  are  different  from  Gingrich's  and  therefore  Newt  is 
wrong.  ■ 

Alfred  Andersen  is  a member  of  Eugene  Meeting.  Both  he  and  the 
reviewer  are  political  scientists. 

^ Eugene,  Oregon:  Tom  Paine  Institute,  1996.  Price  $19.95. 
Available  from  bookstores  or  by  credit  card  from  1-800-356-9315. 
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Memorial 

Virginia  Fuller 

Virginia  Fuller  died  in  her  home  in  Port  Townsend, 
Washington,  November  2,  1995.  She  was  in  her  81st  year 
and  had  suffered  from  a long  illness,  during  which  she  was 
faithfully  tended  by  her  husband  Melvin  O.  (Mo)  Fuller. 
Besides  her  husband,  she  is  survived  by  her  daughter, 
Deborah;  her  son.  Bill;  and  two  grandchildren. 

Virginia  was  an  active  member  of  the  Sacramento  Meet- 
ing for  several  years  before  the  Fullers  moved  to  Port 
Townsend  in  1979,  after  Mo's  retirement  from  teaching  at 
Sacramento  State  in  California.  Virginia  served  as  Clerk  of 
the  Port  Townsend  Worship  Group  under  the  care  of 
University  Friends  Meeting  in  Seattle.  Together  the  Fullers 
were  politically  active  on  peace  and  social  justice  issues. 
Virginia  supported  national  and  global  efforts  and  worked 
for  local  public  and  private  charities.  Wherever  she  per- 
ceived a need,  she  was  an  effective  and  intelligent  advocate. 

Virginia  Fuller  will  be  missed,  not  only  by  her  local 
worship  group,  but  by  all  who  were  touched  by  her  integ- 
rity and  the  strength  of  her  convictions.  ■ 

George  Washington  Nunn 

George  Washington  Nunn  was  born  on  February  22, 
1915,  in  Medford,  Oregon.  A few  years  after  his  birth  his 
family  moved  to  Jacksonville,  Oregon,  where  his  two 
sisters  and  brother  were  born. 

In  1927  the  family  moved  to  his  uncle's  farm.  George 
attended  grade  school  and  high  school  in  Jacksonville, 
where  he  graduated  as  valedictorian  of  his  class. 

George  enjoyed  hunting,  fishing,  and  cutting  wood. 
During  the  years  he  was  in  school,  George  also  helped  his 
father  cut  and  sell  firewood. 

George  joined  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  during 
the  depression.  After  leaving  the  CCC,  he  moved  to  Seattle 
where  he  worked  for  Boeing.  He  served  as  an  airplane 
mechanic  with  the  Army  Air  Corps  in  England  during 
WW  II.  After  the  war,  he  returned  to  Seattle  and  worked 
first  for  Boeing  and  then  Bethlehem  Steel,  where  eventu- 
ally became  a foreman.  He  remained  at  Bethlehem  Steel 
until  his  retirement. 

George's  love  of  woodcutting  led  him  to  the  University 
Meeting  when  it  was  on  15th  Avenue.  There  he  met  Eliza- 
beth Pyle  McFadden  Gray,  a birthright  Quaker  from  New 
London,  Pennsylvania,  who  was  then  caretaker  of  Quaker 
House.  They  were  married  under  the  care  of  University 
Meeting  on  August  8,  1962,  approximately  one  month 
after  George  became  a member  of  the  meeting.  George  and 
Elizabeth  bought  a house  in  Burien,  where  they  lived 
together  until  Elizabeth  died. 

George  participated  actively  in  the  work  of  the  meet- 
ing. He  served  on  the  committees  of  Peace  and  Social 
Concerns,  Upkeep  and  Oversight,  and  also  on  the  Quest 
Intern  Committee.  He  was  the  representative  to  Quaker 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Minutes 

Continued  from  previous  column 
Cove  and  the  contact  for  both  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
and  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting. 

George  Washington  Nunn  died  December  18, 1995.  ■ 

Chester  Keeney 

Chester  "Chet"  Keeney,  also  known  as  "Doc"  to  his 
friends,  was  born  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  grew  up  on 
dust-bowl  farms  in  Oklahoma.  He  lived  steadfastly  as  a 
peacemaker  and  expressed  his  beliefs  by  becoming  a con- 
scientious objector  during  World  War  II. 

He  became  a member  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  in  the  early  1950s  and  worked  for  peace  and  social 
justice  throughout  his  life.  In  his  friendships,  family,  and 
daily  life,  he  lived  the  spirit  of  these  beliefs  with  gentle 
loving  ways  as  an  activist  and  mediator  in  the  com- 
munity. Chet  was  a founding  member  of  two  Friends 
meetings — one  in  San  Fernando,  California,  and  one  in 
McHenry  County,  Illinois. 

He  worked  as  a research  engineer  for  the  National  Clay 
Pipe  Institute  for  27  years,  writing  two  technical  books. 
Earlier,  he  worked  as  a carpenter,  becoming  a journeyman, 
and  developed  a love  of  woodworking.  Other  favorite 
activities  included  gardening,  reading,  music,  and  family. 

Chet  is  survived  by  his  wife  Betty,  to  whom  he  was 
married  for  53  years;  daughters,  Sara  Keeney  (Tom 
Harmon),  Wilma  Keeney  (Christopher  Roe),  Annamay 
Keeney  (Lee  Ritchie),  and  Katherine  Keeney;  son  George 
Keeney;  and  nine  grandchildren.  He  is  also  survived  by 
two  brothers,  Ben  and  Bill  Keeney. 

On  January  3,  1996,  at  the  age  of  80,  Chet  died  peace- 
fully at  Eriends  House  in  Santa  Rosa,  California.  ■ 

Burl  T.  Wood 

Burl  T.  Wood  was  born  December  27,  1905.  For  more 
than  50  years,  he  was  a member  of  the  Lindsay  Friends 
Church,  where  he  met  and  married  his  wife  Edith,  who 
passed  away  two  years  ago.  A decade  ago,  the  church 
closed  its  doors  and  Burl  was  a regular  participant  in  the 
Visalia  Friends  Meeting  until  his  death. 

Burl  was  an  inventor,  a master  wood  carver  and  a 
retired  supervisor  at  the  olive  cannery  in  Lindsay.  In  the 
early  1960s  he  helped  initiate  the  AFSC  Self  Help  project 
for  farm  workers'  ownership  of  homes. 

He  was  also  instrumental  in  founding  the  SCICON 
program  of  environmental  science  studies  in  T ulare  County 
for  fifth  and  sixth  graders.  Burl  served  as  volunteer  staff 
member  through  1995. 

Last  year  he  drove  his  van  all  around  the  periphery  of 
the  lower  48  states,  visiting  relatives  in  Washington,  Penn- 
sylvania, New  England,  Florida,  and  Texas. 

Burl  T.  Wood  died  February  21, 1996.  ■ 
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Calendar 

October  1996 

12-13  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting,  John  Woolman  School,  Nevada  City,  CA. 
19  NPYM  Steering  Committee,  Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  OR. 

25-27  "Creative  Expression  the  Cooperative  Way,"  with  Liana  Forest,  Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

November  1996 

15- 17  A Conference  on  Quaker  Mysticism,  with  Elaine  Wadle  and  Jean  Roberts, 

Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

16- 17  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting,  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  Pasadena,  CA. 

December  1996 

27- 1/1/97  The  Year-End  Retreat,  with  Elisabeth  Dearborn  and  Richard  Brady, 

Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

January  1997 

18  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting. 

24-26  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  Silent  Retreat,  Camp  Houston,  Gold 
Bar,  WA. 

30-2/2  "Sacred  Chant,"  with  Isabella  Bates,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

February  1997 

14-16  Mid-Winter  Fellowship,  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting,  Presbyterian 
Conference  Grounds,  Pacific  Palisades,  CA. 

14-17  "Religion  & Psychology;  Oceans  of  Light,  Oceans  of  Darkness,"  with  Steve 
Smith,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

March  1997 

28- 30  "Friends,  Wealth,  and  Professions,"  with  Stratton  Jaquette,  Quaker  Center, 

Ben  Lomond,  CA.  ■ 


Scattergood  offers  a rigorous  college  preparatory  program  for  approximately  sixty 
students,  grades  9 through  12,  in  a caring,  close-knit  community  of  boarding 
students  and  residential  staff  living  and  working  together  in  a beautiful  rural  setting. 

• Coeducational 

• Graduation  requirements  include 
Quaker  studies  and  an  off-campus 
community  service  project. 

• Strong  programs  in  the  arts 

• Four-year  Spanish  language 
program  with  workcamp 
experience  in  Mexico 

• Daily  campus  and  farm  work  crews 

• Outdoor  and  wilderness  programs 

• Cooperation  emphasized  over 
competition 

• More  than  one  third  of  students  and 
staff  have  Quaker  backgrounds 

To  learn  more  about  Scattergood,  or  to  arrange  a visit,  contact  the  Director  of  Admissions, 
Scattergood  Friends  School,  1951  Delta  Avenue,  West  Branch,  Iowa  52358-8507, 
phone  (319)  643-7628  or  (319)  643-7600,  fax  (319)  643-7485. 

Under  the  care  of  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  (C)  since  1890 


Announcements 

Silent  Retreat 

January  24-26, 1997,  is  the  date  of  the 
annual  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing-sponsored Quaker  Silent  Retreat  at 
Camp  Huston,  Gold  Bar,  WA. 

Regional  Meetings 

Friends  World  Committee  for  Consul- 
tation will  hold  Regional  Meetings  to  dis- 
cuss questions  on  the  1997  Consultation  on 
“Identity,  Authority,  and  Community.” 

The  Meetings  will  be  held: 

October  26,  1996  at 
Reedwood  Friends  Church; 
November  16,  1996  at 
Eugene  Friends  Church; 

November  23,  1996  at 

Friends  Memorial  Church,  Seattle. 

All  meetings  will  be  from  10:00  a.m. 
to  4:00  p.m.  A $7.00  charge  includes  lunch. 

RSVP  for  lunch  count  to  Anna  Baker, 
PO  Box  4157,  Salem,  OR  97302,  (503)  37 1 - 
3548,  ( 75263.454@CompuServe.COM). 

QUIP 

Quakers  Uniting  in  Publications 
(QUIP)  gathered  for  its  annual  meeting 
April  18-21,  1996,  at  Glenagape  Retreat 
Center,  Oak  Ridge  (near  Greensboro), 
North  Carolina,  USA.  QUIP  members 
enjoyed  worship  and  fellowship  with  col- 
leagues in  the  publishing  industry  and 
shared  tasks  to  carry  on  the  work  of  QUIP. 

The  1997  annual  meeting  will  be  held 
April  24-27,  1997  at  Pendle  Hill, 
Wallingford,  Pennsylvania,  USA.  For 
more  information,  contact  Jim  Pym, 
QUIP  Clerk,  3 Field  Road,  Kingham, 
Oxfordshire,  0X7  6YR,  England. 

Friends  Spiritual  Support  Network 

The  Network  connects  Eriends  inter- 
ested in  mystical  experiences.  They  note 
two  conferences: 

“Mystics  Among  Eriends  Today,”  co- 
led by  Marty  Grundy,  Marcelle  Martin, 
Patricia  McBee,  Mike  Resman,  and  Bill 
Taber,  at  Pendle  Hill,  October  25-27. 

“Mysticism  Among  Friends,”  co-led  by 
Jean  Roberts,  Walter  Sullivan,  and  Elaine 
Wadle,  Quaker  Center,  November  15-17. 

Eriends  Spiritual  Support  Network, 
c/o  Patricia  McBee,  3208  Hamilton  St, 
Philadelphia,  PA  19104.  ■ 
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Advertisements 


Vital  Statistics 


All  advertisements  published  must  be 
consistent  with  the  beliefs  and  testimonies 
of  Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum 
charge,  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  Adver- 
tisements should  be  prepaid,  if  possible. 
Send  for  information  sheet  with  prices  for 
display  ads  and  requirements.  Copy  dead- 
line: 30  days  prior  to  publication.  Publish- 
ing of  advertisements  does  not  imply  en- 
dorsement by  Friends  Bulletin. 

F A 

JOHN  WOOLMAN SCHOOL 

Only  West  Coast  Friends  secondary 
boarding  school!  Simple  rural  living, 
small  classes,  work  program,  loving 
community.  John  Woolman  School, 
13075  Woolman  Lane,  Nevada  City, 
CA  95959.  (916)273-3183. 

V J 


Quaker  Heritage  Showcase 
^ QUAKER  MARKETPLACE: 
New  mug  and  note  card 
k designs,  T-shirts,  tote  bag, 
jB^*^tiles,  prints,  Quaker  dolls, 
^ doll  clothes,  plate,  oma- 
ments,  wooden  yoke,  wel- 
come  sign,  and  more. 

H FREE  BROCHURE. 
Quaker  Heritage  Show- 
case,  107 1 1 N.  Kittatinny, 
Tucson,  AZ  85737. 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $24  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $ 19  for  meeting  sub- 
scriptions (state  meeting). 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


Friends  House 

Friends  House,  a Quaker-sponsored  re- 
tirement community  in  Santa  Rosa,  Cali- 
fornia, offers  one-  and  two-bedroom  gar- 
den apartments  or  more  spacious  three- 
bedroom,  two-bath  homes  for  indepen- 
dent living.  Immediate  occupancy  may  be 
available.  An  assisted-living  home,  a 
skilled  nursing  facility,  and  adult  day  care 
facilities  are  also  available  on  campus. 
Friends  House  is  situated  one  hour  north 
of  San  Francisco  with  convenient  access 
to  the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests,  cul- 
tural events,  medical  services,  and  shop- 
ping. Friends  House,  684  Benicia  Dr, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409,  (707)  538-0152. 

Director  of  Legislation 

Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  of 
California  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Legislation.  Com- 
mitment to  Quaker  principles;  the  ability 
to  analyze  and  write  legislation;  skills  in 
public  speaking,  professional  writing,  and 
word-processing  are  essential.  At  least  2 
years  experience  in  the  legislative  pro- 
cess, expertise  in  FCL’s  legislative  issues 
(criminal  justice,  juvenile  justice,  aboli- 
tion of  the  death  penalty,  welfare,  peace, 
and  civil  rights),  and  experience  working 
in  coalition  with  like-minded  groups  are 
desirable.  FCL  is  an  equal  opportunity 
employer;  starting  annual  salary  range  is 
$26,  000-$35,000  plus  benefits.  Send  re- 
sume and  cover  letter  to  FCL  Personnel 
Committee,  926  J St,  #707,  Sacramento 
CA  958 14.  Closing  date  for  application  is 
Nov  13,  1996. 


]ames  Summers,  Recording  Clerk,  PYM. 
Drawing  by  Nancy  Lynch,  Santa  Barbara. 


Marriages 

• Suzanne  Wilson  and  Matthew 
Scoble,  under  the  care  of  Mountain 
View  Meeting,  May  18,  1996. 

• Lara  Mahal  and  David  Ramonda, 
June  22,  1996.  Lara  grew  up  in  San 
Diego  Meeting. 

• Robert  Ketzer  and  Elizabeth  Ander- 
son, July  6,  1996,  in  the  manner  of 
Eriends,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting. 

• Howard  Scholz  and  Sara  Ashworth, 
under  the  care  of  Rogue  Valley  Meet- 
ing, on  July  6,  1996.  Howard  and 
Sara  attend  San  Jose  Meeting. 

• Lexanne  Bumm  and  Diane  Pasta,  July 
25,  1996,  under  the  care  of  Salmon 
Bay  Meeting. 

• Alaina  Lammer  and  Phil  Knight,  July 
27,  1996,  Bozeman  Meeting. 

Deaths 

• Jo  Masland,  May  15,  1996,  Marin 
Meeting. 

• Ariel  Ray,  July  22,  1996,  Redwood 
Forest. 

New  Members 

• Ellen  Abart,  Mountain  View. 

• Anne  Boone,  Redwood  Forest. 

• Keith  Bridges  (transfer  from  Santa 
Monica  Meeting),  Redwood  Forest. 

• Barbara  Darling  (transfer  from 
Middlebury  Meeting),  Albuquerque. 

• Alana  Kindle,  Fort  Collins. 

• Heather  Levine,  Berkeley. 

• Rafe  Levine,  Berkeley. 

• Shirley  McRae  (transfer  from  Provi- 
dence Meeting),  University. 

• Melissa  Miller,  Honolulu. 

• Heidi  Neff  (transfer  from  Salt  Lake 
Meeting),  University. 

• Ted  Obbard  (transfer  from  San  Fran- 
cisco Meeting),  Palo  Alto. 

• Mary  Pat  O’Connell,  Palo  Alto. 

• Richard  Palcanis,  Reno. 

• Julie  Ralls  (transfer  from  Orange 
County  Meeting),  Inland  Valley. 

• Anne  Scott  (transfer  from  Reno 
Meeting),  Redwood  Forest. 

• William  Scott  (transfer  from  Reno 
Meeting),  Redwood  Forest. 

• Tom  Shannon,  Fort  Collins. 

• Ron  Theders,  Orange  Grove. 

• Bill  Woolf  (transfer  from  Providence 
Meeting),  University.  ■ 
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Doll-Making  Highlights 

by  Karen  Reagan,  Albuquerque  Meeting 

The  doll  project  stands  out  as  a highlight  of  my  time  at  IMYM.  When  I walked  into 
the  big  meeting  room,  I saw  long  tables  heaped  with  yellow,  red,  and  checked  fabrics, 
welcoming  me.  Despite  feeling  weary  from  a long  day  helping  with  the  children's 
program,  I dove  in.  I joined  people  of  all  ages  who  sewed,  stuffed,  and  dressed  the 
cloth  dolls  together. 

It  was  easy  to  pin  the  one-piece  doll-body  pattern  onto  a scrap  of  rosy-pink 
material  and  cut  it  out.  Then  I began  stitching.  Settled  in  the  back  of  the  room  where 
the  light  was  better,  I could  hear  what  was  going  on  and  continue  to  sew.  A woman 
who  roomed  next  to  me  in  the  dorm  and  also  helped  in  the  children's  program  pulled 
up  her  chair  and  worked  on  a doll.  Soon  I was  wrapped  up  in  my  sewing  and  forgot 
my  cares.  This  was  fun! 

How  did  the  project  start,  I wondered.  Marbie  Brault  explained.  In  1982,  word 
came  that  the  Salvadoran  refugee  children  in  Costa  Rican  camps  had  no  toys.  Marbie 
and  others  decided  to  make  dolls  at  yearly  meeting.  They  arranged  for  sewing 
machines  and  material  to  be  there.  The  project  was  a success,  but  what  about  the 
leftover  materials?  The  AFSC  took  an  interest,  and  the  program  has  continued.  This 
year  the  dolls  will  go  to  Nicaraguan  or  Guatemalan  children  via  the  Pastors  for  Peace 
program. 

As  my  doll  began  to  take  shape,  I needed  some  advice.  I asked  another  woman, 
"Where  did  you  leave  the  opening  to  stuff  yours?"  She  pointed  to  the  arm  and  the 
leg,  where  I could  see  neat  stitches.  "It  really  doesn't  matter,  though,"  she  said. 

I love  the  idea  that  there  was  no  right  way  to  make  the  doll.  Usually,  handmade 
projects  scare  me,  but  with  the  combined  energy  of  so  many  people,  including  men 
and  children,  I let  go  of  my  fears  and  of  the  need  to  make  it  perfect. 

The  stitching  went  quickly.  My  doll  was  ready  to  stuff.  It  was  nearly  9:00  p.m.  and 
I was  tired,  but  I wanted  to  continue.  John,  one  of  the  most  boisterous  of  the  kids, 
came  up  to  me  and  asked,  "May  I help  stuff?"  I said,  "Sure,"  surprised  that  he  wanted 
to  help.  After  all,  isn't  doll-making  generally  an  activity  for  girls?  John's  little  fingers 
packed  the  white,  fluffy  stuffing  in  easily  and  soon  the  body  was  filled,  with  only  a 
little  help  from  me.  I quickly  sewed  up  the  open  side,  unworried  about  making  the 
stitches  even. 

I sewed  on  green  eyes  and  a golden  mouth  and  felt  her  come  to  life.  Not  willing 
to  leave  my  doll  in  the  big  room  where  someone  else  might  change  her,  I carried  her 
close  to  me  as  I walked  across  the  dark  campus.  She  sat  on  the  bed  of  my  dorm  room, 
wrapped  loosely  in  a piece  of  blue  and  white  cloth,  in  the  cool  night  air  that  riffled 
the  black  loops  of  yarn  that  were  her  hair. 

Back  in  Albuquerque,  I finished  the  doll's  blue  dress  and  sent  her  to  Mountain 
View  Meeting  in  Denver  where,  the  project  currently  resides.  Meanwhile,  the 
memories  I have  from  making  her  will  remain  warmly  framed  in  my  mind  as 
"Yearly  Meeting  1996."  ■ 

For  more  information  about  the  project,  contact  Mountain  View  Meeting,  in  care  of  Franck 
Marberry  or  Hal  Wright,  Clerk,  2280  S Columbine,  Denver,  CO  80210. 
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Making  dolls. 
Staff  photo. 


Announcement 


Sandpoint  Friends  Meeting 

Last  August,  at  a threshing  session,  we  looked  at  the  direction 
we  were  taking  as  a group.  At  that  session,  it  became  clear  to  us 
that  we  are  led  to  be  a part  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  and 
that  we  had  the  energy  and  desire  to  become  a monthly  meeting. 

So  strong  was  our  leading  that  we  asked  to  go  directly  from 
being  a worship  group  to  being  a monthly  meeting,  without 


pausing  to  consider  preparative  meeting  status.  Eastside  Meeting 
and  the  Pacific  Northwest  Quarter  took  our  request  and  ran  with 
it,  far  outpacing  the  usual  Friends’  business  speed.  It  took  less 
than  a year,  and  on  April  27, 1996  at  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly 
Meeting  in  Ellensburg,  Washington,  we  became  a monthly 
meeting.  ■ 


